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( Abstract D

Korean Long-Term Care Insurance System and
Caring Justice

Choi, Hee Kyung*

The study aims to analyse Korean Long-Term Care Insurance system in terms of caring jus-
tice on the premise that elder care should be included in discussions and policies of care,
Caring justice means an ideal of equal sharing duties and rights of care by all citizens. Four
dimensions of caring justice(decommodification, defamilialization, degenderization and eld-
erly participation and power) were established for the analysis. The results of the analysis
were presented that Korean Long-Term Care Insurance system was maintained by commodi-
ficated and gendered care services attempting defamilialization with the exclusion of elderly
beneficiaries, which represented typical caring injustice. Policy suggestions were made to re-
alize caring justice: improving the status of caring labour by achieving proper service price
and public employment, reorganization of life cycle based caring system integrating chil-
dren, disabled adults and elders, and developing user-centered long-term care system to

guarantee participation and choice of people in caring relationships.

Key words: Korean long-term care insurance, caring justice, decommodification, defamilialization,

degenderization, elderly participation and power
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