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[Abstract]

A comparable corpus-based study on formality in
French-Korean translated literary texts:
With a focus on the usage of colloquial style and literary style

Kim, Hyeyoung - Ko, Ryo Rim - Kim, Ji Eun - Yi, Yeong-Houn

(Korea University)

This paper aims at analysing the difference of formality between translated
texts and non-translated texts. Formality is a typical property of written
language in contrast with spoken language. This paper compared formality in
translated texts with that in non-translated texts, examining usage of colloquial
style and literary style for French-Korean translated literary texts and Korean
literary texts.

French-Korean translated texts reveal a stronger formality than
non-translated texts: the frequency of literary style in the former is higher than
that in the latter despite the fact that the former have a higher rate of dialogue
than the latter in our comparable corpus. An examination of the frequency in
use of words that are used differently in colloquial and literary styles reveals
that words of literary style are used more frequently in French-Korean
translated texts than in non-translated texts. At the syntax level, the ellipsis of
postposition and the length of sentence structure were investigated. The
frequency of postposition in French-Korean translated texts is higher than that
in non-translated texts, the length of sentence is longer in the former than the
latter, and the long type of negative expression appears more frequently in the
former than the latter.

At both the lexical level and the syntax level, French-Korean translated
texts have more properties of literary style than non-translated texts and thus

French-Korean translated texts are more formal than non-translated texts.
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» Key Words: formality, spoken language, written language, colloquial style, literary
style, comparable corpus, French-Korean translated text
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