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Since the interdisciplinarity in policy studies has widely focused on the instrumental approach
for solving out policy problems and issues, the policy community has charged criticism to the
disciplinary identity crisis deprived from the policy theories. Thus on the assumption that the
interdisciplinary policy studies be conducted by the conceptual interdisciplinary approach for
developing or creating policy theories rather than simple use and applications borrowed from
other branches of social sciences and professions, this paper tried to develop basic and primary
interdisciplinary policy theories by employing critical reviewing on the interdisciplinary literatures
founded in policy studies, public administration, political science, developmental studies, and
interdisciplinarity studies itself, and by surveying this issue to American policy scholars(eight of
thirty two) who have been specialized in the theoretical understandings of policy science. The
findings and reasoned conclusions of this paper included that the interdisciplinary studies for
orienting or creating policy theories have been a debatable as well as an unwelcoming theme in
policy science. But some theoretical fields such as democracy and policy studies, politics and
policy, policy philosophy, policy balancing, and policy leadership were marked by American policy
scientists as the primary and prominent subjects in the studies of interdisciplinarity of policy.
Finally, with evolving out more researches and discussions on these interdisciplinary topics in the
policy community, these interdisciplinary policy theories have more possibilities to the building of
basic and central policy theories.

[Key Words: policy theory, interdisciplinarity, politics in policy studies, democracy and policy
studies, policy philosophy, policy balancing, policy leadership]
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7HA %FJ & AxsE OI“E}(Farr Hacker, and Kazee, 2006: 579-580).
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] 3 o) 7= A TH(Torgerson, 1985:

214-261; Dryzek, 1990). Tl S0l BAAL & T4 02 o= A Ao} A DA | A R
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(Fischer, 1998: 129-46).
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Basis of Policy Analysis: Empiricist vs. Postpositivist Positions).
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As professor of policy studies at Yeungnam University in South Korea, I am cordially asking
you on issues and/or topics of basic theories of policy science as an interdisciplinary perspective.

Actually, this is the survey for my research on the development of some interdisciplinary policy
theories. As part one, I wrote a paper on the possibility and directions of interdisciplinary policy
theory, and as a succeeding part, I am going to develop the second paper on some theories on the
interdisciplinary policy studies.

I am thinking that the interdisciplinary policy theories can be developed within the umbrella of
policy science even though some technical solutions of policy problems be relied upon
multi-disciplines. And I suggested five topics as shown in the table and that those topics might be
developed within the philosophy and paradigm under the name of (the) policy science, not the
inter-disciplines.

Please, look over the following table and mark your points and/or observations, and return to

my e/mail and/or office fax. I am so appreciating for your comments and suggestions.

My Best Regards:

<Table> Basic Theories of Policy Studies as an Interdisciplinary Perspective

urgent |necessary|case-by-case |unnecessary | no-idea

interdisciplinary policy theories 1 2 3 4 0
() () () () ( )

issues and topics scale

required | selective |case-by-case|unnecessary| no-idea

politics in policy sciences 1 2 3 4 0
() ( ) () () ( )
required | selective |case-by-case|unnecessary| no-idea

democracy in policy studies 1 2 3 4 0
() ( ) () C ) ( )
required | selective |case-by-case|unnecessary| no-idea

policy philosophy, ethics, and values 1 2 3 4 0
() ( ) () () ( )
policy balancing theory of policy required | selective |case-by-case|unnecessary| no-idea

causation, and policy distributive 1 2 3 4 0
justice (] ( ) () () ( )
required | selective |case-by-case|unnecessary| no-idea

policy leadership 1 2 3 4 0
() ( ) () C ) ( )

*If some issues/topics must be added to the central policy theory, please notify:
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