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It was another long walk

through the sugarcane fields

of Hawaii,

where he worked for eighteen years,

cutting the sweet stalks

with a machete. His right arm

grew disproportionately large

to the rest of his body.

He could hold three

grandchildren in that arm. (Cathy Song, “Easter: Wahiawa, 1959,” Picture
Bride 8)
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What things did my grandmother
take with her? And when

she arrived to look

into the face of the stranger

who was her husband,

thirteen years older than she,

her tent-shaped dress

fling with the dry wind

that blew form the surrounding fields

where the men were burning the cane? (Song, “Picture Bride,” PB 3)
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Tanksgiving was when you gotta learn about ta Pilgrims and all dat. Das
when da Indians and da Pilgrims went get togedda, eat turkey or something.
Kinda hard to believe though, yeah? Me, I like Indians mo bettah den da
Pilgrims. (Lum 71)
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