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A Study of Time and Space in the Myth of King Kwanggaeto the Great’s Monumental

Inscription

Oyub Kwon
(Japanesse Language and Literature, Chungnam National

University)

Since the inscription is composed of a myth and historical facts as well, the time and
space, In which a world of the inscription develops, is attributed to a myth. The
inscription divides the time into the Chinese charaters, 'seok (&)’ and ’'koo (&),
identical in meaning ‘old times,” each of which means the previous and following time
of the foundation of Kogurvo respectively.

After the inscription specifies such an ambiguous point of time as 'seok,” it describes
the son of Cheonjae’s oviparous birth through the marriage of Cheonjae the Creator and
Habaekyeorang, his advent on the world, and his crossing of a river by calling his
parent gods’ names. This time span is the extent of 'seck.” And also, 'koo’ means the
point of time when tribal groups holding their own territories developed into such

adjoining nations as Biryo, Baekjan, Shilla, East Puyo, etc., and then the Koguryo



empire established itself. That is to say, this was the time of the renovation of this
world into Cheonjae the Creator’s world as well as the foundation of Koguryo.

The space in the inscription consists of a mythical space and a historical space. In a
mythical space, that is, the space before the foundation of Koguryo, earthly gods
defended their own territories. Among them, Habaek, for the first time, entered into
contact with Cheon and then the space governed by him came into Cheonjae the
Creator’s order. In like manner, so did other earthly gods’ spaces. Subsequently,
Koguryo had completed its world.

It is Wangtongbo of Koguryo that exists in such a limitless time and space. Thus, it
is not of great significance to hold fast to authenticity in the description of Seventeen
Saekye marking King Kwanggaeto’s position in this Wangtongbo. This, rather, may

possibly damage the nature of the inscription.



