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« Abstract »

"The role of metalinguistic knowledge in choosing Japanese Synonyms”
Mizukuchi,Ri-Ka

There are a variety of synonyms in the Japanese language and Japanese native speakers use
different synonyms to suit different situations. However, using synonyms to suit different
situations can be a difficult task for Japanese language learners. So how do second language
learners of Japanese choose synonyms? This is an experimental study aimed at pursuing this
question and pinpointing the role of metalinguistic knowledge in vocabulary acquisition by second
language learners of Japanese.

The subject of study were synonyms including loan words from English(ex. ”sokudo” and
"speed”). 40 second language learners of Japanese and 94 Japanese native speakers were the
subjects of this study. This study used a written task which consisted of multiple-choice
questions about synonyms and open—ended questions about difference between synonyms.
Individual follow-up interviews of the 40 second language learners were also taken about the task.
The data collected from 40 learners was analyzed in comparison with 94 Japanese native speakers.
The result suggested that metalinguistic knowledge of synonyms is effective when second
language learners of Japanese choose synonyms which include loan words.

By this result ,this study gives suggestions for vocabulary teaching.
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