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A Study on Suicide by disembowelment in Korea

Suicide by disembowelment is not a new suicide method in Korea, as we consider its numbers.
Researching the correlation of suicide by disembowelment with age, sex, occupation and season, it
features East Asia Type in age, male surpassing to female, and no relationship in occupation and
seasons.

The method is also not refined. There have been neither crisscross—type nor auxiliary equipment
to smite neck. Only mountain—climbing knife, kitchen knife, fruit knife, razor, and other deadly
weapons have been used. Moreover, as long as it traumatizes stomach regardless of stabbing or
cutting, it belongs to suicide by disembowelment in a broad sense. Open suicide outnumbers closed
suicide, and the former happens in aggressive suicide the latter in pessimistic case.

However, open suicide has rare chance of success. Due to detaining by neighboring people, its
success can be an exception. Consequently, aggressive type in Korea stands in self-manifestation
under disguising suicide. Therefore, suicide by disembowelment has lodged as the acute suicide
type showing sincerity, but not killing oneself in Korea.

Five types are classified in its motivation. There are first aggressive type implying protest,
objection, demand, and threat, and secondly responsible type meaning obligation and apology to
admit a mistake on duty. Third innocent type is to claim ones purity; fourthly pessimistic type is
to choose death because of frustration, and finally honorable type in case of loosing ones fame.
However, responsible and honorable types exist in concept only. Strictly speaking, therefore, only
two types of suicide by disembowelment exist in Korea, aggressive and pessimistic types.
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