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Many of the early works of Tanizaki Junichiro have movie theatre as their settings.
Also, he draws some episodes from movie making into his literary works. Tanizaki had
relatively short period of experience in film-making-a year and 7 month(from January
of 1920~July of 1921), which makes it difficult to prove the relation between his works
and cinema. However, by using cinema as materials, these works vividly show how
cinema can get into the novels. Moreover, we can infer from these works how Tanizaki
was devoted to cinama and his personal tastes. Eventually, the works with Asakusa as
their settings are meaningful as source materials.

Undoubtedly, there are several previous researches that deal with these works. But
they usually sorted these works into the criminal/mystery/detective fiction which are
under the influence of Edgar Alan Poe. Even though Tanizaki invites many features of
cinama into his works, little has been discussed about them so far, especially the
Asakusa, the place of cinema. In 1910s and 1920s, there was a flood of various genres
of cinema. The most popular ones were mystery, detective films. To be exact, the films
Tanizaki preferred were criminal/mystery/detective films which claims to stand for
anarchism, anti-ism, de-politicization. Tanizaki thought their ideas most coincided with
the purpose of cinema. Therefore, the relation between works of Tanizaki and cinema
cannot be looked over.

However, most of the researches that dealed the matter of “place” in works of
Tanizaki focused on the transition of meaning of “Asakusa”’, or the contrast of “light”
and “darkness” in the movies. That is, there does not yet exist a research focused on
the details of cinema in Tanizaki's literary works. Perhaps it’'s because they considered
the Asakusa only as a setting, and did not make a significant meaning of it.

But these works of Tanizaki has brought the characteristics of criminal/mystery/
detective films- fanciful, mysterious, rather absurd, grotesque, dreadful- outside the
screen. The very purpose of melting the features cinema into Asakusa is to invite the
readers to “elsewhere(a different place)”. Therefore, the readers can experience the
“fanciful, mysterious, rather absurd, grotesque, dreadful” feelings while they are reading
as well as watching a movie. What made this possible are the “Asakisa” and the codes
of cinema that Tanizaki had applied.

The aim of this article is to find out how Tanizaki applied the “fanciful, mysterious,
rather absurd, grotesque, dreadful” characterics of cinema of those days to his novels,
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and how he realized them.

Having considered his early works in semiotical aspect, I came to a conclusion that
by inviting the moods and features of cinema, Tanizaki formed a “fake movie screen’,
the Asakusa in his literary works. And with mix of this Asakusa and the atmosphere
of modern city, he again forms another cinematic code, a “maze” and “labyrinth”, thus

giving the readers “fanciful, mysterious, rather absurd, grotesque, dreadful” thrills, and
drawing them to “elsewhere”.

%—7—F  Tanizaki Junichiro, Asakusa, place of cinema, maze, labyrinth
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