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Diplomats between the two countries had been negotiating since

April. Japan had been at war with China and the United States was
worried about instability in the Pacific region. With Europe already at
war, the world situation was Xtremely dangerous. Americans didn't
want a repeat of World Warl.
(http/www.googole.co.kr/lawbuzz.com/tyranny)
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Lt. Kermit Tyler was wrong about the readings. At 7:15 a.m.
Hawaii time, when the Opana radar operator reported "a larger
number of planes than he had not seen before on his scope," Tyler
thought the planes were American "B-17's en route to the Islands
from the mainland."

(www. google.ac. kr/lawbuzz.com)
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Yesterday, Dec. 7, 1941 - a date which will live in infamy - the United
States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air
forces of the Empire of Japan. The United States was at peace with that
nation and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation with its
government and its emperor looking toward the maintenance of peace in
the Pacific. It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan
makes it obvious that the attack was deliberately planned many days or
even weeks ago.

With confidence in our armed forces - with the unbounding determination
of our people - we will gain the inevitable triumph - so help us God. I
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ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly
attack by Japan on Sunday, December 7, 1941, a state of war has existed
between the United States and the Japanese empire.

(President Roosevelt’s Address to the Congress on Dec. 8 1941)
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Let's remember Pearl Harbor -
As we go to meet the foe -
Let's remember Pearl Harbor -
As we did the Alamo.
(www.lawbuzz.com/.../internment_camps.htm)
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The order authorized the "appropriate Military Commander” to determine
whether anyone posed a military risk to the country and, if so, authorized
the military to exclude those persons from affected geographic areas. The
entire State of California, half of Oregon and Washington and a third of
Arizona were affected and were declared "war zones on the Pacific
Frontier.” Every person of Japanese descent living in those "zones” was
suspected of disloyalty.

As governmental directives ordered Japanese-Americans to leave their
homes and businesses, these American citizens - including children - were
evacuated to desert internment camps. Transported by buses and trains,
they were placed under the control of the War Relocation Authority.
(www.lawbuzz.com/.../internment_camps.htm)
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No. 28. Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the United States of America
and faithfully defend the United States from any or all attacks by foreign or
domestic forces, and forswear any form of allegiance or obedience to the
Japanese emperor or any other foreign government, power or organization?
(Wong and Sumida, 143)
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2 H

The Pacific War Reflected in the Japanese American Literature

The term Japanese American literature generally refers to those literary
works written by Japanese Americans born in the States under Japanese
parents or at least under a Japanese father. As the Japanese immigration to
the States began in the beginning of the 20th century and mostly to Hawaii as
the Hawaiian plantation owners drafted poor Japanese farmers in the south
western area of Japan after the Meiji Yushin(Modernization of Japan).

Most of the Asian American literature deal with the hardships and
sufferings of the 1st-generation Asian Americans in the process of their
settling in the States. But what is special with Japanese American literature
must be that they unanimously reveal Japanese Americans’ internment and
relocation after the Pearl Harbor Attack. Japan’s stealthy attack arose hostility
in the American public toward Japanese Americans in general. After the
Attack, Americans believed that Japanese Americans would betray America
and sure to be loyal to Japan.

The Pacific War totally affected and changed lives of the Japanese
Americans during the internment and relocation. These changes were faithfully
described in the Japanese American literature.

1). In All I Asking is My Body

After the Pearl Harbor Attack, Toshio, was shocked to know that Japan had
secretly raided Pearl Harbor on a Sunday morning without warning. He had
been educated that Japanese are special and never does shameful things. As
his belief is betrayed, he decided to abandon Japanese citizenship against his
father’s advice. And after the attack, he takes place of his father’s position in

the family for the sake of his family.

2). In No-No Boy

In the internment camp he was required to answer 2 questions on
patriotism. His answer were 2 'No’s not because of his patriotism to Japan
but because of his weak confidence in his American identity. He had been

strongly influenced by his pro-Japanese mother and thought his 'Yes’ would
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betray his mother. As Ichiro had been discharged from a prison(relocation
camp), he came home, in Seatle to find his friends and neighbors despise him
as a failure of approving himself as an American.

3) In Nisei Daughter

The tensions caused to Itoi family as an aftermath. Kazuko was released to
the Midwest in 1943 for college education. After Kazuko, visited her family in
the internment camp, she was found to have overcome her identity conflict and
also found to be a good example for accomplishing successful assimilation into
mainstream American society. 4) In Obasan

In Obasan, Naomi’'s family is fragmented and dispersed after the Pearl
Harbor Attack. Her father was sent to interior British Columbia to road gangs
and died from tuberculosis. Her mother who went to visit Japan, unable to
return back to Canada, was disfigured by the atomic bombing of Nagasaki and
died from her wounds. Obasan shows how Japanese Americans suffered from
a forced internment through Naomi. This story ends with Naomi’s return to
the coulee implying her healing but it would be evident she could never be
able to recover from her wounds.

Consequently, the Pacific War ignited by Japan’s long-prepared attack to
the Pearl Harbor, is portrayed, very suspectful and discouraging in detail,
Japanese American writings as a shameful history for Japan. Pacific War
desolidates Japanese integrity and thus ironically foster assimilation into
American society.

Japanese Americans were victims of racial prejudice and had to suffer a lot
only because he or she was second-generation Japanese. But it must be clear
that all the sufferings the second-generation Japanese had undergone had been
the aftermath of the 'Pacific War’ and had accelerated their assimilation into
the mainstream of American society. What is absurd must be that no Japanese
accused their government of their suffering. Instead the Japanese Americans
had pressed American government to admit their fault and thereby got
compensation of 20000 dollars for their mistakes they had committed during
the World War 1L
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