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A Study of Shiina Rinzo's Devil :
The Meaning of Being a Devil and a Christian

Kim, Kyoung-Ho

In this paper, I discussed Shiina Rinzo's Devi/. The theme of this work, as it was understood at the
time of its release, “Devil” does not refer to “the egoism of man” as it has been suggested, but rather
the “evil nature” of “believing too much.” As I discussed, the author reveals in his work what is necessary
to fight said “evil nature” and how it works. Necessity is here understood as idealistically arming the
hero as Christian, and thus allowing him to fight “evil nature” through the mechanism of “duality.” This
“duality” is supported by the “death” and “birth” of the “resurrection” of Jesus Christ. In other words,
it involved the situating of personal faith with the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This work is a warning
on believing something “absolutely,” and it conveys the gospel of “duality” according to Shiina’s unique
understanding of Christ.



