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Criticism of Children’s Literature and ‘Douwa’ as a Literary Genre.
Matsumoto, Ken

For more than 10 years since the latter half of the Showa 20s, many argued that traditional Douwa,
symbolized by Ogawa Mimei's works, should be rejected and new types of children’s literary works
should be created. However, since there was no common agreement among the debaters regarding the
exact definition of traditional Douwa, the discussion was not constructive and ended without producing
a meaningful end result.

Among them, only Huruta Taruhi expressed his opinion on what traditional Douwa was. But, because
the essay “Sayonara Mimei” was too difficult to understand, it did not contribute to the consolidation
of that discussion. What was his opinion? The essay states that traditional Douwa doesn't depict “Human”
but “something already decided,” and it should select the style of “prose” that depicts “human” as a
method of children’s literature. This achievement was a genre division of literature. This view had the
possibility to lead the new proper criticism of children’s literature without mixing genres and the creation
of new children’s literature.



