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A Study of Noh Syakkyou
Kim, Hyeon-Wook

Noh “Syakkyou” is a work with strong “Syugensei”. There are many songs with strong
congratulatory natures including “Waki Noh”, which was created by Zeami. In “Syugen Nho”,
God is the main character. However, Noh “Syakkyou” is made in the middle of Muromachi,
and God is not the main character. “Shishi”, the messenger of God, appears as “Nochizite”.
“Syakkyou” is often staged in the form of “Han-Nho”. Originally, “Syugen Nho’ was
performed in “Han-Nho”. At the end of “Syakkyou”, “Shishi” appears and dances the “Shishi
dance”. “Syugensei” are included in the “Shishi dance” section. He praises the king’s power
while dancing the “Shishi-dance”. In addition, he prays that the happy hours will last for
a long time. Originally, At the shrine’s festival location, the “Shishi-dance” was a dance
performed to defeat the devil. Noh was influenced by the “Shishi-dance” when it was
performed at the shrine’s festival site. In Noh, “Shishi” has red hair and appears using a
“Shishi” face because it was directly influenced by the festival. At the festival, “Shishi”
is played by two or more people. However, in Noh, one person plays the role of one “Shishi”.
There are few cases where one person becomes a “Shishi”, and it can be said that this is
a unique effect created by Noh. On the other hand, "Mochizuki” also exists in the Noh where
“Shishi” appears. In "Mochizuki”, people dance by replicating “Shishi”, but in “Syakkyou”, there
is the difference in that the “Shishi” itself dances. Thus, compared to "Mochizuki”,
“Syakkyou”'s “Shishi” dance is more realistic and dynamic.



