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A family viewed from the perspective of “unconnected society”
—Focusing on "The Red Finger; by Higashino Keigo—

Park, Soo-Hyun - Yun, Hye-Young

This study looked at the keyword "unconnected society” which became a major topic of conversation
in 2010 and the "family” which the author of "The Red Finger; had been interested in. In the novel,
Akio’s family, who looked so ordinary on the surface, had problems such as severe conflict between
mother-in-law and daughter—in-law and bullying; the family, however, continues to carry on, isolated
and in denial. but they avoided these problems and lived in loneliness. After these problems have been
revealed through the murder case, Akio is punished for putting the blame for the crime on his mother,
who pretends to be suffering from dementia to cover up the offence. Kaga’s father also doesn’t take
care of his family for work and his wife leaves home left her young son. After that, the relationship
between the father and son worsens, and they go their separate ways. In the end, however, Akio confirms
his relationship with his mother and confesses his guilt, while Kaga and his father begin to understanding
each other after his mother’s death. After that, Kaga's father reflected on his life and decides to die,
like his wife, in the spirit of understanding her, but instead, he starts to take care of another broken
family, Matsumiya's mother and children to create a new relationship. Kaga's father’s change may include
the possihility that Akio’s life will be changed in the future. Through two families, author presents reason
to live, ways of living, and attitudes rather than just a lonely death, which society is not interested
in, but the most important thing is the restoration of relationships.



