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A Study on the Success Mechanism of Matsuri in Touhoku Japan
Lee, Deok-Ku

This study investigates the success mechanism of Aomori Nebuta matsuri, Akita

Kanntou matsuri, and Sendai Tanabata matsuri which are held every year in Touhoku,
Japan. The success mechanism is summarized as follows: O organizational devices of
competitive structure are in place, leading to creative evolution, @ based on the sense
of community, there is a local culture that contributes towards matsuri’s success, @
the excellent acting skills of participants express regional characteristics and provide an
attraction for visitors, @ children participate actively through schools and youth
associations leading to the transfer of culture to the younger generation, and ©
merchants run matsuris at their own expense which makes it cost-effective and
economical.
In other words, via the three Touhoku AMatsuri, "proudness, competition, high-level
technique, children’s participation, and local people’s funds,” are passed down to future
generations and activated as devices to revive the local economy under a mechanism
that works organically and collectively.



