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A Study on Constitutional Medicine Researchers’ View and
Attitude Concerning Human Research Ethics

Ji-Hye Kwon, Jong-Hyang Yoo, Yun-Young Kim, Ho-Suk Kim, Si-Woo Lee

Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine

1. Objectives
This study aims to find out identify the recognition and attitude about the research ethic among Constitutional
medicine researchers.

2. Methods

This survey was conducted to the 37 researchers who were currently participating in Korea Constitution Multicenter
Study guided by Korea institute of Oriental medicine(KIOM). The survey consist of 4 parts that level of acknowledgment
about the systems and laws on clinical research ethic, clinical research experiences and education, the level of acknowledgment
about Institutional Review Board(IRB) and the recognition about overall research ethic.

3. Results

Thirty one questionnaires were collected. Most researchers had low level of acknowledgment about the guidelines
of basic research ethic. It was proved that more than 65% of the respondents have never received education for
clinical research ethic. Moreover, 70% of them felt the need for education of clinical research ethic. In addition,
most of the respondents recognized the fact that IRB is responsible for ethically implementing clinical research.
39% of the researchers thought that they themselves have a firm ethical viewpoint, while the rest of the group
showed somewhat difficulty on their own ethical implementation of clinical research.

4. Conclusions

Most of researcher had partial awareness of regulations and laws on clinical research ethic. And Educational needs
of research ethic was high. Therefore education and Public Relations need to be done to extend research ethic. Moreover,
standardized course of education on research ethic should be developed and activated.
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Table 1. General Characteristics

SISO UAKT S0 (HEH 1Al Y EHE FAL

Characteristics Number Percent(%)

M 8 25.8
Sex F 23 74.2
20~29 yrs 16 53.3

30~39 yrs 12 40

Age

40~49 yrs 2 6.7

Over 50 yrs 0 0
Intern 6 194

Nurse 1 3.2

Occupation Nurse's aide 2 6.5
Postgraduate course 5 16.1
Hospital employee 7 22,6
Etc 10 32.3

Medical science 3 9.7
Oriental medicine 8 25.8

. Nursing 3 9.7
Specialty Business administration 2 6.5
Eubiotics 5 16.1
Etc 10 32.3
Hospital 7 22,6
Oriental medicine hospital 12 38.7
Research institute 4 12.9

Place of work Oriental medical clinic 5 16.1
University 1 3.2

Etc 2 6.5

Less than 1 yr 1 3.7
1 yr~3 yr 15 55.6

Career 3 yr~5 yr 3 11.1
5 yr~10 yr 4 14.8
Over 10 yr 4 14.8

High school graduate 2 6.5
Level of education Bachelor 21 67.7
Master 8 25.8

Doctorate 0 0
Religion Yes 10 323
No 21 67.7

Total 31 100

2 A4S AuEE Ao o
A7} 25.8%, A7} 742%2 9142 HlEo] B =3S
o, A2 20th7F 53.3%, 30tN7F 40%, 40007t 6.7%2

20017 7HE T2 H1ES AU A9 FEvt
19.4%, Y3AV7} 3.2%, P8 ZFAY 6.5%, HHEHDAY
°] 16.1%, B Do) 22.6%, 718} 323% A7, AF
I 95}o] 9.7%, dogto] 25.8%, 158} 9.7%,
7498t 6.5%, B 161%, 71} 323% % et
71 o] 22.6%, SHEEY 38.7%, A7)
129%, 3219 16.1%, 8L 3.2%, 71€}F 65%2 3hy
WY TARE 7P Bokth 7 AEogEE 19 1]
Tho] 379, 11d~3'd 1T 55.6%, 31 ©1-5d mIgh
°] 11.1%, 5'd od~10'd W¥Ho] 14.8%, 10} ©]/3o]
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Figure 1. Do you know about the regulations and laws on
clinical research ethic?
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ethic?
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4) UMAIE MAFY| ¥ 3| (Institutional Review Board,
IRB)Ofl LSt QIX|=
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Figure 4 Have you ever been deliberated on research by IRB?
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Figure 5. What do you think of your ethical viewpoint on clinical
research?
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Figure 6 Do you have any ideas about the ways to improve the
level of clinical research ethic?
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