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A Statstical Analysis of the Question Qategories
concerning Total Physiognomy

Kim Jong Yeol* - Kim Hong Gie**
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Objectives :
To evaluate the properness and effectiveness of the question categories concerning ‘total physiognomy’,
used in Iksan Wonkwang Oriental Medicine.

Methods :

We statistically analyzed data from those 1335 patients focussing on ‘relative discrimination ability' to
sasang constructions and ‘response ratio'. Patients included in this research are only those who had been
well treated in Iksan Wonkwang Oriental Medicine during the Period of three years from 2000 to 2002.
The data are obtained through the electronic chart developed by Kim Jong-Yeol, and analyzed using the
statistical Package SPSS.

Results :

The first category for discriminating Taeum type, ‘heavy and looking steady', has more discriminating
power and effectiveness among women than men, and especially in wemen with an age of 21 or more.
The second category for discriminating Soeum type, ‘delicate and modest', is more discriminating and
effective among men than women, and mostly among men with ages 21-40. The third category for
Soyang type, ‘fast and brave', is almost equally discriminating and effective to both women and men,
especially among women with ages 40 or less and among men with ages 21 or more. Finally, the forth
category for discriminating Taeyang type, ‘progressive’, is neither discriminating nor effective among most
the women than men in all age groups.

Conclusions :

The definition of ‘relative discriminating power of constitution' and ‘response ratio' are well evaluating
the properness and effectiveness of the question categories regarding ‘total physiognomy'. The first
category is most discriminating and effective among women with ages 20 or less, and the second among
21-40 year old men, the third among women with ages 40 or less and among men with ages 21 or
over. The forth category is neither discriminating nor effective.

Key words : relative discriminating power, response ratio, question category, total physiognomy, Sasang
Constitution, Constitutional distribution
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