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Dong-Mu Lee Je-Ma and The Rising of Choi Moon-Hwan
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Purpose : Dong-Mu(3£#%) Lee Je-Ma(Z=E &) was designated as a member of fifty persons ‘The
Wise Ancestors of Korean Culture and Art’ in 1984 and the december of 1996 was appointed as ‘The
Month of Lee Je-Ma’. Though his achivements was valued like this, some historian criticized that he
suppressed the righteous army. So this study was for clarifing the background, the motive, and the
course of ‘The Rising of Choi Moon-Hwan’ occurred in Hamhung on february in 1896, and for the
correct appraisement about this event. And also through this, author tried to make clear the origin of
Lee Je-Ma’s thought.

Method : After studing the background of the end of Chosun dynasty and the righteous army in
1895(Z. k&), Author made a comparative study through the historical materials of the goverment
side, the Choi Moon-Hwan side, and the Lee Je-Ma side about ‘The Rising of Choi Moon-Hwan’
occurred in Hamhung on februrary in 1896.

Results & Conclusion : The event occurred in Hamhung on february in 1896 was a part of rebellion
of the righteous army in 1895 which had risen against The startling Occurrence of 1895 (7. kZ54#)
and ‘The Royal Commands To Cut Off People’s Hair' (7 524>). Lee Je-Ma suppressed the Rising and
put Choi Moon-Hwan in the prison, and which was criticized that he suppressed the righteous army
later day. That time was a conflict period between conservatism and civilization, and the Lee Je-Ma's
act was the best way to protect the security of residents from the attack which maybe occurred by
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Japanese army in Wonsan. Judging from this events, author could find Lee Je-Ma’s thought was quite
different from righteous army’s neo-confucianism and conservatism. In the aspect of the history of
‘Korean National Movement’, further study about Choi Moon-Hwan, the chief of righteous army will be
need.

Key Word : Lee Je-Ma, The Rising of Choi Moon-Hwan, The Righteous Army in 1895, The Royal
Commands To Cut Off People’ s Hair, Conservatism, Civilization, Neo-confucianism
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