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Study on the Contrasting Aspects Between Sasang Constitutional
Medicine and Traditional Oriental Medicine
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Directed by Prof. Seung Hoon Choi Ph. D.

This study was performed to reveal some contrasting aspects between Sasang Constitutional
Medicine (J9%5%42) and Traditional Oriental Medicine ({§#; #:%4). This aims ultimately for the
unified standardization of Korea-Oriental Medicine. Suggesting the clear contrasting aspects of thse
two medical system, this study might give several basic informations for ultimate achievement.

As a result, some contrasting aspects were revealed as follows.

1. The interpretation of the man’s status is contrasted. In Sasang Constitutional Medicine, man is
interpreted as the member of the Society (X7F) while in Traditional Oriental Medicine as the part
of the Nature (Ktt) .

2. The man’s modeling is contrasted. In Sasang Constitutional Medicine, man is in the process of
becoming as differentiating itself by the inner emotional producing. While in Traditional Oriental
Medicine, man is generalized as one model according to the Nature, one great universe (Xib) .

3. The pathogenesis is contrasted. In Sasang Constitutional Medicine, emotional inclination is the

main factor provoking the primary pathogenesis. While in Traditional Oriental Medicine the
external isolated pathogenic factors such as Cold, Heat, Warm etc. are significant for the
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pathogenesis.

4, The evaluation of the disease is contrasted. In Sasang Constitutional Medicine all the diseases are
evaluated according to the inherent condition of patient himself. But in Traditional Oriental

Medicine the evaluation of disease isolated from the inheret condition of patient himself is

generalized in its own system.

5. The prime method of healing, controlling, and maintaining health of the patient is contrasted. For

these, the patient's spontaneous effort for adjusting his emotional inclination is important in
Sasang Constitutional Medicine. While in Traditional Oriental Medicine, the external adjustment
dependent on the herbal medication is the main method for healing, controlling, and maintaining

health of the patient.
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2) This study has been guided by the conviction that the mentality of an epoch springs from the view
of the world which is, in fact, dominant in the educated sections of the communities in questions.
There may be more than one such scheme, corresponding to cultural divisions. A.N.,Whitehead
"Science and The Modern World, A ZojjA] 24 12th printing. 1950. The Macmillan Company. USA.

3) No science can be more secure than the unconscious metaphysics which it tacitly presuppose.
PAdventures of Ideasy; A.N.Whitehead. 13th printing. 1952. The Macmillan Company. New

York. P197

4) Men can be provincial in time, as well as in place. We may ask ourselves whether the scientific
mentality of the modern world in the immediate past is not a successful example of such provincial
limitation. A.N.Whitehead "Science and The Modern World;& A-&oll4 24, 12th printing. 1950. The

Macmillan Company. USA.
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The thesis which these lectures will illustrate is
that this quite growth of science has practically
recoloured our mentality so that modes of
thought which in former times were exceptional
are now broadly spread through the educated
world. This new colouring of ways of thought
had been proceeding slowly for many ages in the
European peoples. At last it issued in the rapid
development of science; and thereby
strengthened itself by its most obvious
application. The new mentality is more
important even than the new science and the new
technology. It has altered the metaphysical
presuppositions and imaginative contents of our
minds; so that now the old stimuli provoke a new
response™.
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We shall find, therefore, transformations in the
European outlook, slowly modifying the
successive centuries. There persists, however,
throughout the whole period the fixed scientific
cosmology which presupposes the ultimate fact
of an irreducible brute matter, or material, spread
throughout space in a flux of configurations. In
itself such a material is senseless, valueless,
purposcless. It just dose what it dose do,
following a fixed routine imposed by external
relations which do not spring from the nature of
its being. It is this assumption that I call

‘scientific materialism’”.
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5 A.N.Whitehead fScience and The Modern Worldy p3. 12th printing. 1950. The Macmillan Company.

New York.

6) ol F= e A2 =a 2o o4 Aol AANUE WAMZ 1991 9% w7t WAY A3 U

B (32BN A Bl Ao] It

7) A.N.Whitehead “Science and The Modern World; p25. 12th printing. 1950. The Macmillan Company.

USA.
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