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Objectives  This study aims to explore the development of romance novels in Korean
literary history, viewing love and romance as socially and culturally shaped rather than
purely personal emotions. It traces representations of love from early Korean literature
to the pre-liberation period. The study also connects these with modern popular media,
showing continuity and change. Ultimately, it seeks to reinterpret the literary and social

significance of the romance novel.

Methods The research reviews historical changes in the concepts of love and romance.
It analyzes representative romance novels from each era as primary texts. Modern dramas,
films, and OTT content are also examined for continuity and transformation. In addition,
surrounding discourses such as capitalism, market forces, and female readership are

considered.

Conclusions Findings show that romance novels mirror each era’s socio-cultural context.
They represent collective desires and ideologies, not just personal emotions. In feudal
times, romance reflected free love; in modern times, autonomous choice; and today,
ambiguous “some” relationships. Romance novels both reinforce capitalist ideologies and

offer readers spaces of identification and consolation.
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