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{Table 1> Documentary films and literature about aging: 2008~2020

Title Genre Age group Area Stage Event
Bonghwa-gun, The relationship
Old Partner 2008 Documentary 80s Gyeongsangbuk- Home between the
do cow and the old
. . Protest against
. Miryang-si Home/ .
Miryang ’ . the construction
Arirang Documentary 70, 80s Gyeongsangnam- Dermn.sttatlon of 4 transmission
do site
tower
My Love, Hoeneseong- Daily life and
Don't Cross 2014 Documentary 90s gseong-guf, Home  bereavement of
. Gangwon-do
That River old couple
Elderly people
. Yeongdo-gu, Home/  living in urban
Still and All 2015 Documentary 80, 90s Busan Workforce  development
areas
Suicide and
Dear Hwasun-gun, ..
Documentary 90s Home depression in
Grandma Jeollanam-do
the elderly
. Yeongdeok-gun, Old age work
With or Documenta 70, 90s  Gyeongsangbuk- Home and famil
Without You Y ’ yeongsang ALy
do relations
Ch " Average Chorus Formation of
urgChun Documentary verag Urban Cities practice the Senior
Choir 65 .
room Choir
Mi Generation Home/ Tacoeukei
15 Documentary Park Jung No Specific Area Demonstration geukg
President . rally
Hee site
Seongju-gun, Home/ Protest against
Soseongri Documentary 70, 80s  Gyeongsangbuk- Demonstration &
. THAAD
do site
Chilgok-gun, Home/ Korean
Granny Documenta Average Gveongsangbuk- Korean language
Poetry Club Y 86 yeongsang language school and old
do . .
school  age friendship
The Poem Home/ 1;($:§e
My Old Documentary Average  Gokseong-gun, Korean school and a
80 Jeollanam-do language
Mother peaceful old
school .
life
Hadong-gun, Daily life and
Butterfly 2018 Documentary 90s Gyeongsangnam- Home  bereavement of
do old couple
Im-gye-jang 202 Dogumentary 60s Provincial cities Workforce Retlred.old
Story Literature man life
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A Study of Cultural Politics of Aging Emotions:
Focusing on the Aging Namratives in the 2000s

Jinsook Shin

Kyung Hee University

This paper examines the promise of happy lateness and its cultural implications, which
have been popularized through the documentaries since 2000s. These documentaries are
contributed to provide the positive emotional norms of aging related to the successful aging
discourses. However, on the one hand, there is a problem that these documentaries can
naturalize and justify the homogenized, biased images and socioscapes dominantly shaping
the images of the older peoples. On the other hand, these contemporary popular
documentaries tend to link the norms of good aging with the traditional but lost moral
values. As a result, while the particular affective promises of happy lateness are constructed
through these narratives of happy aging, the realities of aging, such as the marginalized or
‘unhappy’ (unsuccessful) aging, can be paradoxically concealed and distorted. In this
respect, the author shows the way that these narratives intentionally erase out the
wretchedness of old age, and questions how the cultural politics of aging is entwined with
this dichotomy of ‘happy/unhappy’ aging emotions. In this point, this paper critically
reexamines the cultural ideals of happy lateness and reconsiders the emotions of the old
people in terms of the individualized ethics of the precarious society.

Key words: successful aging discourses, promise of happiness, structures of feeling, affect
alien, precarity, cultural politics of emotion.



