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| Abstract

Vietnam-Related Research Trends in

Korean Multicultural Studies
- A Review of KCI-Indexed and
KCI-Candidate Journals -

Lee, Tae-hee *+ Ha, Dong-hwan
(VNUHCM - Hanoi National University)

This study examines the accumulative trends of “multicultural research
related to Vietnam in South Korea” published in KCI-registered and candidate
journals through a literature-based trend analysis. Going beyond the intent
to essentialize a specific ethnicity, this study aims to critically trace the
trajectory of knowledge production-specifically, how Korean multicultural
discourse has represented and objectified groups with a Vietnamese migration
background. Initially, 588 articles were collected from the KCI database using
seven search terms; after reviewing thematic relevance and removing
duplicates, 159 articles were finalized for analysis. The analysis reveals that
related research has increased since the 2010s, peaking between 2016 and 2020
(58 articles), with studies targeting multicultural individuals comprising the
overwhelming majority (78%). By academic discipline, the social sciences (59
articles) and education (31 articles) predominated, and case studies were the
most prevalent methodology (55.3%). Thematically, the research was heavily
concentrated on three main axes: marriage migration and family, cultural
content-based intercultural education, and maternal-child health and mental
health. However, since 2021, an expansion of new perspectives has been
observed, including the multi-layering of migration pathways, digital identities,
and regime and spatial analyses. Based on these findings, this study proposes
that multicultural research should be reconfigured to move beyond the
conventional focus on the adaptation of migrants themselves. Instead, it must
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foreground interactions with mainstream society-including non-multicultural

members-and emphasize institutional and relational contexts.

|Key words| Trends in multicultural research, Vietnamese migration background,
Intercultural education, Relational context, Multi-layered migration

pathways

£ 2026. 02. 25 / &JAIY 2026. 03. 18 / AM=™EY 2026. 03. 23

65





