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Abstract

This article not only theoretically explores the necessity and effect of constructive mini-
lateralism and subregionalism in Northeast Asia, but also delves into a series of practical
solutions from viewpoint of seeking common ground while reserving differences in this
region.

The main contents are as follows: First, the various obstacles that hinder the formation
of regionalism, subregionalism and minilateralism in the Northeast Asia are discussed.
That is to say, geopolitical realism, My Country First ideology, exclusive nationalism in
the socio-historical context, and North Korea’s latest provocations, etc. Second, this
article explores the philosophy and basic principles of realizing Northeast Asia regionalism
and minilateralism. Third, in the 21st century, Northeast Asia becomes the center of the
world. It examines the core points, controversial focus and platform for building sub
regionalism in the region. Finally, based on the institutional platform such as minilateralism
and sub regionalism, the various ideas and practical plans of cross-border cooperation
among major countries in Northeast Asia were discussed. Because there are a lot of
obstacles, so first of all it is more appropriate to promote economic or functional
minilateralism or sub regionalism than multilateral cooperation. In order to promote the
formation of regionalism and minilateralism in Northeast Asia, the issues to be considered

are as follows: First, for the sake of leading regional solidarity and minilateral economic
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cooperation, it is advisable for China, as a regional economic power, to implement a
stable and responsible diplomacy. Secondly, regional solidarity based on credible politics
and security should be promoted for a long time beyond the level of economic cooperation.
Third, the primary prerequisite for the realization of Northeast Asian regionalism is that
in the process of denuclearization of North Korea, the stability and peace mechanism of
the Korean Peninsula should be established. Fourth, with the continued hegemonic
competition between the United States and China in Northeast Asia, under the circum-
stance that countries in the region are pushed into so-called “East Asian Paradox”, it is
profoundly important for them to consider transition from the hostile relationship as the
“Thucydides trap” to the order of “coexistence” in which competition and cooperation
run side by side, and the two countries should explore a conversion plan for the foreign
policy line. This mutual cooperation and peaceful coexistence of the US-China relationship
will create a friendly atmosphere for the formation of regionalism in Northeast Asia. In
the future, the cooperation of minilateralism in Northeast Asia will break the existing
conflict between the maritime forces and the continental forces in order to promote
peace. And along with the philosophy that “peace is economy”, recent policies of
common prosperity as the framework, such as China’s “Belt and Road Initiative”, North
Korea’s “Special Zone and Development Zone Policy”, Russia’s “New Eastern Policy”,
Japan’s participation in the Belt and Road Initiative and South Korea’s The ‘“Korean
Peninsula New Economy Map” are organically linked and it should promote the so-called

“networked regionalism”.
Keywords

Constructive minilateralism, subregionalism, geopolitical realism, liberal internationalism,
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AN CARERSEE XMy Country First) AScBOR, KIRNES 2t
EAIEE I BN I s R (] (historical - legacies) MIRHEFRKIT |
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ARHTEHE, RIS DRI A T GEN P, JEHIRSE) )
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GAb. REREN S, EA D YRRV A AT 2] T
{9 AR Al e A < DAFRED AR O T 79 A (The  Chinese World
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FeperhEE ST iy, ESF i (51(The Belt and Road
Initiative: BRI) MK EAEZETHAEIRRCEP) L, (Flyfa RIS
DBRAAHE,  HEIEAES SR, A, SEE A ER =y H, &
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FHEEIRRIEMGES, ViR SRAE R AR I g AU S D e s PRI K.
HEFIEAR T KEERSO/ErhERSEEL 2 A HZere.  FeAnibE A
B*{8(THAAD) 5, HhEAEEESLT TR T4, #Oa s R S Je)

1) Minilateralism, 7 1%y X /NI i+ X

2) John K. Fairbank(ed). (1968). The Chinese World Order. Harvard University Press.

3) The White House. (2019). INDO-PACIFIC STRATEGY: Preparedness, Partnership, and a
Promoting Networked Regions. The National Security Strategy.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/NSS-Final-12-18-2017-0905.pdf.
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FI19904FARLICK,  BEAS RERALAV e, HIBL 1A Ph i 2 bR )
T AROCHEX L )i, WEA) 2 R el bR L 8O B
FERXRPR DL T, 72— R AR S TR BEZ,  DUseR I, A
RO R EE, RIS — AT Hor. steiiol 1= SCRIEE I T
e AT RIS, (o X AE 2 SO PSSR ERR S F. (HEsE

68



Jackwan Kim

H—LEE R T HESL R AR — PP CAME 21 X4
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SRt MR TBIM2 H(the Logic of collective action)fA/%>1H, Al
BEXE, BB FER e a1 SCEA ], I HARFalE 1
— I ETEIEN . el SO Y s IR (free-riding) [Ty A5 < 4%
T AIVE (effective reciprocity)7E .
W2ATEAT AR DEARARAI el SO, b SRR T 42
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s ERISRIMESD. IS .2, S5 EZIZ A MG (governance)
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4) BRI, (2018). AAch = XEMEH BN, Z a7 22(2): 189.

5) Stewart Patrick. (2014). The Unruly World: The Case for Good Enough Global Governance.
Foreign Affairs, 93(1): 64.

6) BINIC. (2018). AP XFCIIERTT. 54798 22(2): 207-208.
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PESE BT L AP oty HIY, SRt U e 150, 7B A (e s 5
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7) Joseph Nye(ed). 1968. International Regionalism: Readings. Boston: Little Brown & Co. ;
Muthiah Alagappa. (1995). “Regionalism and Security: A Conceptual Investigation” Andrew
Mark and John Ravenhill (eds). Pacific Cooperation: Building Economic and Security
Regimes in the Asia-Pacific Region, Boulder: Westview Press.
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FREIEANER Z G, 9085 TN ST

AL X ER N NER L2 R, B “HEZBaa M e
(geopolitical realism), Jyoiflz “ANAAC MIFEMEST), Mgyl (55h
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8) Gilbert Rozman. (2004). Northeast Asia’s Stunted Regionalism: Bilateral Distruct in the
Shadow of Globalization, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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10) SR (2019). AJOmESLRS A2, B A, ?/‘7[7/7&’/ (2019-03-29).
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1) WTAANRBUY, e Ta5eZE (2019). 0T i BLEA R AT A
(2019-08-25). http://www.ln.gov.cn/zﬁ&x/jrln/wzxeO18/201809/t20180910_3308127.html.
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12) WG (2019).  LEESRICA LEAWAMSINE  RCEPTNY--  TWIFERE, #S
(2019-11-04). https://www.yna.co.kr/view/AKR20191104148751001.

13) Yan Xuetong. (2015). Inside the China-U.S.-Competition for Strategic Partners. World
Post.; Elizabeth Economy. (2018). The Third Revolution: Xi Jinping and the New Chinese
State, New York: Oxford University press.
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Thucydides’s Trap, New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.

15) Kurt M. Campbell and Jake Sullivan. (2019). Competition Without Catastrophe: How
America Can both Challenge and Coexist With China. Foreign Affairs, 98(5): 96-110.
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