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Abstract

This paper examines how Japanese society produced and reproduced a distinctively
gendered history and memories of the experience of WWII and colonialism in the
postwar era. We argue that these gendered narratives, which were embedded in postwar
debates about the Peace Constitution and comfort women, have engendered contradictions
and made the historical conflicts with neighboring countries challenging to resolve. On
the one hand, this deepens conflict, but on the other, it also generates stability in East
Asia. After Japan’s defeat in WWII, the American Occupation government created the
Peace Constitution, which permanently “renounces war as a sovereign right of the nation
and the threat or use of force as means of settling international disputes.” The removal
of the state’s monopoly on violence —the symbol of masculinity —resulted in Japan’s
feminization. This feminization led to collective forgetting of prewar imperialism and
militarism in postwar Japan. While collectively forgetting the wartime history of comfort
women within these feminized narratives, the conservative movement to revise the Peace
Constitution attempted to recover Japan’s masculinity for a new, autonomous role in
international politics, as uncertainty in East Asia increased. Ironically, however, this effort
strengthened Japan’s femininity because it involved forgetting Japan’s masculine role in
the past. This forgetting has undermined efforts to achieve masculine independence, thus

reinforcing dependence on the United States. Recurrent debates about the Peace Constitution
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and comfort women have influenced how Japanese political elites and intellectual society
have constructed distinctive social institutions, imagined foreign relations, and framed

contemporary problems, as indicated in their gendered restructuring of history.
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Ho THEFIH N L2 TIHREERS—RERICLEE»H 5 LRINL T
Wb, DI ) RBRERECEE CRITANL NS, . ZREK
Mz BURSFRIE. FEEROMPFFTRT TRL Tnd, UL b L,
THREES—RERIBAFETOERNRICEZ L W, &5 5 DR
IZBW T OHERMDERIVICH T 2 BARDIXKE| Z3#5H L T2 DI3HE
LTwd, 2oz, BR%#K2 AR E BIEDNIZORERD U &
OTLHb, INETRT 272DIAThIE I E LB NHRIKL
(F72 2 &5, RLOEMES #3EL T b,

) > F(2010)13, FERFRFIC L 2Rz A w2 LIcyFEE L. B
A DG EEZ AERICFBO. IR LMWEZML 2 LT nwb, 1]
I, ZOL I FAVOBEBIIERT > TICBWTLENTH S Z & %R
WL CTnwad, ) F (2010) (&, BAYLEEOEER L XA, B
MICHEX1TH) CEABBETEREPRE ). BRNICRKESR
(Backlash Nationalism) #4852 & 5 1c% % TR Tnb, HOTIRIC
£ L. FRREHND72HIZ BABF I S BELZITH 2 & 3EEN
WCEEL W2 kic% b, )y Pk, BT P TOHRBELPEFOL~LE
BAHEIC L. ZHUCED W TRERREDAEE & 571 24T ) OV REHRR TH
LERELTWS, 2

) > F(2010)13, EFXREOITENIEEN L EROERICR) § 5722
T, MEORRIRE ) EROMGE 2 KA 2 HESH 2 Fik & L TRE

1) Steven Benfell. (2002). Why Can’t Japan Apologize?, Harvard Asia Quarterly, 6(2), pp.
4-11; Norma Field. (1997). War and Apology: Japan, Asia, the Fiftieth and After,
Positions, 5(1), 1-51; and Michael Walzer (1977) Just and Unjust Wars: A Moral
Argument With Historical Illustrations, Basic Books, NewYork.

2) Jennifer Lind. (2010). Sorry States: Apologies in International Politics, Cornell University
Press, Ithaca.
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P R —DRRTEDL I ICHREINEN L TELDH, ZDOBEET
BARDEAE(EICN T 2178) GHIELEEME) Icend ) hpEr 527
D EWET 5, F7o. BLERE, ST S, ERMS, g0
BRIRICBIT 5V = v X =B L2 LD L H ICRRL TWb D%
MEd 5,

f-F 3, MR EZEOEE* v CER L2 OBERCREZE
RN AM EAT) 2. Mg oXE L BRI HETE EASH oM
B AFERSRBORBE L K0 L ) ICHERE-FEREL Th b D05 ER L 72,
. ZoBRTRERSICBIT 2NN PEEE) BAFTEEROX
BT RALEEDE ) ICEF IO EN L7z, £72. RO
MEEXTH L KED. BARDFEEERNLEMES AL, Lok )i
L WKEEE LB 2orZ2 L 72, BB (1999) 3 HARNDKLK
RHloFRE. BR. £ L CERKSD BEROBZEREOA#RLE &0
£ 9 ITED & 2 AeMEME(Femininity) # #EHR L € & 7207 % FEL R FROLE
52 #&i(Positivist and Linear History)IZXf3 23R Z5@ L TAaMTL 72, 3

AR L. FATHEDO D2 DT, L WBHEERTH 5 KE K

3) o]y, (2013). /2 Al Al FRtE of o] & dES 9IjbE e} iy V)R] E
OFF-E &495EX], pp. 161, 3-38; Ueno Chizuko. (1999). The Politics of Memory: Nation,
Individual and Self, History and Memory, 11(2), pp. 137. “There are probably still numerous
women who have not come forward. It goes without saying that patriarchy in Japan and
Korea has played the greatest role in perpetuating the crime. The women’s movement in
Korea in the 1980s and the global development of feminism formed the necessary back-
ground -+ When former comfort women testified as victims, a forgotten past was recovered
for the first time as a distinct, different reality. History was made anew by this act. And,
after fifty years, a ‘retrial’ of that history has now become possible. The folly of positivist
historians is to think that we can ‘assess’ certain historical facts ‘just as they are’ from a
third party perspective, divorced from the reality of those who experienced it.”
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a2 > LBERNEMNFE- TPFE LML, Sk ) iE
MZfER. D% 0. XEEED hFN L F 72 3 MEFOTREE 250k
L&9HEd5,

Z1N F T, LaFeber: Berger’s K IZFHMEEZ HARODERD A X —
EBORE R 55 LTI T — = S TR AL 92 05k
SRS RO % CTHAR SN L 2T E T WRAZBEEL
Twb, BLZEEEL, M~/ ) 74 —offEE LT, BMXEAE
GO & IESLZFRIAT 5 4 Taml b T a7,

D& L EFIAT b 2o m . FMME (Masculinity) % £+
M, B/, PR, XECRIAREE. BEAREL L) LT H 00w
> — EEFIC L At (Sympathy and Civilising Mission) & L THHH

4) Walter Lafeber. (1998). The Clash: A History of U.S.-Japan Relations, W. W. Norton and
Company, New York, N.Y., pp. 298-299. “In a public speech of 1953, the new U.S. Vice
President Richard M. Nixon, told seven hundred Japanese leaders that Americans had ‘made
a mistake in 1946’ by placing Article XI in Japan’s Constitution. Washington wanted Japan
to rearm. During the height of the Korean War, Yoshida had increased the Police Reserve
from 75,000 to 110,000, and rechristened it a ‘Self-Defense Force.” The Prime Minister,
however, was reluctant to go farther. He seemed obsessed by the fear that Americans
wanted Japanese troops to be used in Korea and elsewhere.” Thomas Berger. (2003).
Cultures of Antimilitarism: National Security in Germany and Japan, The Johns Hopkins
University Press: Baltimore, Md.
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DENE AR L & - 7255, —EHRIINIATb e - 72, ANRIE. B
ROTMEESBKEREZ o 2> F—BED L HrTED L 5 ICFHHEE
L. BAROERM - HFOEERICNT 2ITENCE N L ) L EL 52
12DDEETT 5,

1. D AARDERY = > L —MoREEZL
KE L. 1947FIGEEERSFISE (SCAP) 2/ L CTFMEEE F

169



HBE AT DY 2 A= K) T4 v I A

EL. BARZESE»TE L WEIZ L2, AHE (2000) (3. WEgHE
HEHEBREZ. BRL ~ICBIT 5P 2 o X —MnZfr s L CEBAL ¢
Wb, AtEICE2 L. FIBKRTIR. BXBEO Y x> 2 —BR2ZL&
RS > Tnd, BRI L > T, BARIEZT 2 ) A2k - T#HED
FEFED HIRESNENENR MM &L TRES N, FTEEEN
e EMMAHRR T 2ER Y = o X —MnZbIC & o T, HERMKED & 8
FIZOWTHAD B I NEEEZIWMIBR 2L 28K T 5, 5

KB L RIEOFRBREOZERRIE. RECEHS N5 ERD BMEM
DEELERT 5, Yz XMooz, EEFEZARCETT 2 EL
HETDBRZ RN R L7256 L7z, 2., ERIEFROTFES
ZOROBELMREL KON L2 BRI S LENE L TS5, 6

EtEIE. BE%o BKBRE 0= > KR TRAL L TEHEAT 5
BUMEEFRL Twd, DETEIZ. BEFOBTEZ R & UL,
AN B & OBHER % BERIFRICZ L L T ( Bl o HKBIFRZ & %
Foundational Narrative 2L, SHEHL T\ 5, AtEIZ. BAD
Ky x v X—MDZAVFMEIENGIE L REDA £ —2 2 LML T

5) Yoshikuni Igarashi. (2000). Bodies of Memory: Narratives of Warin Postwar Japanese
Culture, 1945-1970, Princeton University Press, Princeton, N.J., pp. 19-46.

6) Yoshikuni Igarashi. (2000). Bodies of Memory: Narratives of Warin Postwar Japanese
Culture, 1945-1970, Princeton University Press, Princeton, N.J., pp.20. Likewise, Igarashi
states, “The foundational narrative was generated by the two countries’ efforts to render
understandable the experiences of the atomic bomb and the ensuing transformations of the
relationship. The United States unilaterally used the atomic bomb against Japan; yet both
the United States and Japan were complicit in the maintenance of the narrative that
subsequently encoded the bomb and the conclusion of the conflict through the figure of the
emperor. The two countries’ contradictory orientations in encoding the war’s conclusion
notwithstanding, many people in both countries founds popular representations of the historical
events convincing.”

7) ERBEIE S 2 DRFNLBEITH L, THEU 753 TlE, BT 0T OERBIFE AL S L
#6571 Cw~ %, Yoshikuni Igarashi. (2000). Bodies of Memory: Narratives of Warin Postwar
Japanese Culture, 1945-1970, Princeton University Press, Princeton, N.J., pp. 19-46.
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L. IELRELZEMET 272012 RIREXBETH 5,
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E#FN72OIC AROEFENBREN X BIES 5 Z L REZ 572, 9
ML & F i3, BADHBENZLTEEHZHRL. KEOREHBEBCRICE
BRY 2 72O IC IZBIEREN»DE &5 B2 1BIF 72, 2ADEERE
DENE L, 1950FAR £ The 7z,

LarL. 2ok Zidaiz. 1960FRIC A5 B KL R2IRBESAIIXT
T HENUC RO N b B h 2 k- Tnw({, ZRRANGERNL. &IFE
B YIEL BARDKEIC & > TABELEFICESAINTZ TWAEE

8) BMIE=. (1961). |EENS, H4, 3(12), pp. 46-63.
9) John W. Dower. (1999). Embracing Defeat: Japan in the Wake of WWII, New |7}, N. Y:
W. W. Norton & Company.
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Berhtv, £0kzo, RO RENLFRPVEICL S, Z0
BAARPEALZOR, BRERRET AV 207 — 2 F A
(Appropriation) § 2¥#ETH 5, & (2018) (F. i #KHIFISL
(Dependent Autonomy) & ) HERTERERL T3, 1D

¥t  BAROERRBUAEF OMER TH 5 @iRiESE (1963) (3. HAIIN

KEIFRIC B W CEIEO MM # EBEICIERT NS 2 FR L2, SR
2. kB h» b BAREFLEE LT, KB HEFNAT2FERE
L ToOEEZEREZ FRL Tnwb, BANG, BERIC & > TRFEFE gD
xRk TB) ., EENLEENXF OKELMEFICTE 2 REICE
Rit% v, KEEDENOZEIT, FRMAKETCERIESNTE) ., M
EOYREN 7 /1 Material  Power) DZEIERL 2 TH 5, KL, [RER
ZUNLVCHERET 2 L0, FFREOA» AR E - THMTH S &
VO IREFERNRS S S EEREEZEBEL Tnb, 12

BRI, KEHSFET IHSICEZ AT N A OAEMAERT 2 7L A
7 DIRESKEOEE N2 AAEOE L L TfF 5 3B & L TEEIF

11) Taeju Kim. (2018). The Moral Realism of the Postwar Japanese Intellectuals, University
of Chicago, pp. 11-12. “In order to effectively avoid American trade pressures and military
domination, the conservative Realists (members of the Advisory Board to the Prime Minister
of Japan) strategically appropriated American power and liberal internationalism to strengthen
Japan‘s economic competitiveness as a source of national independence, sovereign equality,
and power. | consider this rational, self-interested appropriation (known as the anti-colonial
self-strengthening movement) to be one of the defining characteristics of their ‘Realism’ in
the face of the internal and external crises of the 1960s. Strategically utilizing the U.S.’s
superior military power to compensate for Japan‘s limited defensive capabilities, the Realists
sought to achieve a Realpolitik material balance of power and stability in the region
defined by ‘dependent autonomy.” Believing that future conflicts would create a situation
of total economic war, their strategy for recovering national sovereignty and independence
after the defeat of WWII was to effectively modernize the national economy through a
liberally integrated system of production, resource mobilization, rational planning, and scientific
management, without spending on the military.”

12) EIRIESE. (1963). MEFHRENTIGR, #4845, 18(1), pp. 38-49.
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13) &IRIEZE. (1963). HMEFFEDTF0ER, #4245 78(1), pp. 38-49.

14) ERBIAFE CHZICRENMHBERICEE L 5 2 2AFRO—A, BEAZEORE LT
L7,

15) SERIEE. (1962). FAOE LR, 2 198, pp. 73-75; Yomiuri Shimbun (October 22,
1959). Zaisanken, rodosanken no kankei kiku, kenpo chosakai nishi ni (Hearing about the
Relationship Between the Property Rights and Three Labor Rights), Yomiuri Shimbun.

174



S - U

BhnFEm eIt wokHF L ESRIE. BRDEELERNT ¥ = >~
FELTTPTHEZREL C. RET 27 OREBERIITENZ A
% (Humanity) O FTEAZNRICL ZFUE L L% nwEERLE

(Improving the Lives of Local People out of Humanitarian Concern) .
FRHCRE T & 7 OBFEIE. EAOREIECR LB EX S 28T
BNEER, (Removing the Poverty) | Ffii#5#z (Technology Transfer) .
HisBA% (Local Development) (CHXD#HErZ & CHRERBNDERT 5 Z &
FEEVEEE L CRELL, I THEBTONERE. RETYTO
FIFE L IBANE. BARDIISH 5 OKE T3 % ( T BA THERET
DERIIDITONIZZETHE, 2O L) TS L > THEFESHD
AR A BALE L - D2 E 2 SER T E B, 16)

BADRET 7T OZEINEZERY 5 DIE, 2o BT 5 KED
FEY. BENLRBNEERSE L WO TH D, TOMBRKE)TE
TOHFICAARDEEAZNLOMREM AR S L. BAERIEBERICEN
REFRTE L, ZOAMMEEZFIEZITTHRET P TICB 2 4RHER=
[RANZ £ tdznpigHF 27 M) > Th b, iREHEFZ M) > TIEHARE
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16) XIHBLZEL (1966). BAISRICHIT 2HPREBIR, #4845 81(3), pp. 74, SREZE
(1964). ERRBUENZTCAt.E BA, FRAG, 79(12), pp. 106-107; and Walter Lafeber.
(1998). The Clash: A History of U.S.-Japan Relations, W. W. Norton and Company, New
York, N.Y., pp. 367.
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BIELFEDRL > TB)—ETHMT 22 L 3E LWL, 7L—2-7
272 (1997) 1F1960FEMRARICHERIZ T Ttk b o728 FEL T
%5, BI0FERDKFPIEL— FICREZN LT X > F OERRE L BK
DB EHE X AN E (Japan bashing) (2. ERIC BT 5 BERKENE
EERFT A 2 Lice o, BARIEDOZE L R & FEOSERRIC
L 2EBRBIE~DSINC & > T, BFRICHLmeRERrELr b 2
2% %, Z O THE L 2 FERBBIEME LK S HPREOHFE. R
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18) Bruce Cumings. (1997). Korea’s Place in the Sun: A Modern History, W. W. Norton &
Company, New York, N.Y., pp. 342-400.

19) Peter Gries. (2004). China’s New Nationalism: Pride, Politics and Diplomacy, University
of California Press, Berkeley.
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SFAIRORHIE. EEFERA NP BRI T 2EMNE2RE 5 T 5720DHE
BrLTHALTWwWSE ZETh b, iBEERIET. T LaERIEE K
LEBEFLEZTHIEROMSIZIES 2 EHTE D Efiir b, AR
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20) TEHIERE. (1966). TEHIEE EAELE, & 50 —F/2EL2 TF ( ~&EF . pp. 177-198.
21) TEHEHEA7. (1966). TEHMER EVESE, 56 50 —FRZEL TH (~NEH it pp. 177-198.
22) JIFRE. (1980). 19465FEFEiE—% DHER- 18, #ZZ (9 A), pp. 90-99.
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INHLDANERBEEFELRERE VI TRRIE. BARERD AMERHD

23) Norma Field. (1993). In the Realm of a Dying Emperor: Japan at Century’s End, Vintage
Books, New York, N.Y, pp. 33-104.
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24) o|ued. (2013). /2 AY HAA FE o] w YET et vl 7|XE
‘FEFE 4R, 161, pp. 3-38.
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25) Lisa Yoneyama. (1999). Hirshima Traces: Time, Space, and the Dialectics of Memory,
University of California Press, Berkley.
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Korea, Berkley: University of California Press.
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