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Abstract

This study aims to account for electoral choice in the 2020 presidential election by
focusing on social identity which forms the basis for core partisan groups. Two views
compete to explain the origins of polarization, policy versus party. One emphasizes
policy as more influential in choosing presidential candidates. This follows the tradition
of retrospective voting theory in which voters’ choice rely on government performance.
Incumbent president whose performance proves well are rewarded to be reelected. Policy
performance is based on measures around distinctive preferences for government
spending. Republican Individuals prefer individual responsibility to government support,
while Democratic counterparts support government support. Another perspective put an
emphasis on the role partisanship which favors in-party members and disfavors partisan
out-groups. Interparty animosity plays the key role in determining electoral behavior. This
study relies on the Views of the Electorate Research (VOTER) Survey which provides a
panel data of several waves from 2011 to 2020. A comparative evaluation of two views
highlights three findings. First, policy matters. Policy preferences of voters are the
primary drives of political behavior. Electoral outcomes in 2020 turned out to be the
results of policy considerations of voters. 53.7 percent of voters tilted toward individual
responsibility voted for Trump, whereas 70.4 percent of those favorable views of
government support than individual responsibility voted for Biden. Thus effects of policy
correspond to a positive difference of 26.4 percent points. Second, partisanship effects are

of similar extent in influencing electoral choice of candidates: Democrats are less likely

* This work was supported by 2020 Ministry of Education of the Republic of korea and the
National Research Foundation of Korea(NRF-2020S1A3A2A02092791).
** Senior Fellow, Sejong Institute. E-mail: miongsei@gmail.com.
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to vote for Trump by 42.4 percent points, while Republicans are less likely to vote for
Biden by 48.7 percent points. Third, animosity of Republicans toward Democrat core
groups creates 26.5 percent points of favoring Trump over Biden. Democrat animosity
toward Republican core groups creates a positive difference of 13.7 percent points of
favoring Biden.
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Zt2: American National Election Studies. 2021. ANES Time Series Cumulative Data File
[dataset and documentation]. November 18,2021 version. www electionstudies.org
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2019). old, IF Faue AYAASS A= 7 8% 29l
ojtk. 1930\t w2 o|F WFEE ojgHom KA FAS FIo
2 Ha4ZA KRS A FFoltti(Stimson  2004;  Abramowitz  2018;
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Fopon ARt wE wEeE] A2l AR gHR B}
g A R|Fo|tiMargolis 2018).

A FIh P AEshed AT AT SN U] o
3 B ZAslok Ach MAAA Il et B AL
A HESY gEdor Add duge Eahe deld AdHow
o 2oet ek @ Ao JtEck & B9 H4H (2] of
3 dwsk g e mAs Gake =3 Aeolck
2. =7}

19809 e Bhel# Ale o2& Aol r AL Aele] wolA|l
SAGTHE A4S AN $AES qusks Bad i 7MY

90



<= A2 AAel dsiAs skl ARAdatel HisiAe

pis =

Q9] Y3t FEH AT T

o] Aol EElEelu 7hA 9] G FEHA
5. SA0lK, @ olux S peE Agdeo

o o=

Q1L o] S AXShz FHAA 5 = WHH AEES, d9
oF A&4 71 5= SRAISHE QS AHAle] AA|sh= 7HAE R
SHe TRl Ttk FEe oldHow gt

oldd st JpNe s olgd Aolo] Yrkm e}
(Abramowitz & Saunders 2008; Fiorina 2016). &-3lg XA A}= B2 H
SEEE v wEg AAgE o dwdos Hrh: o
(Levendusky 2009; Mason 2015; Hetherington et al. 2016). o]2|3l uj<&
(sorting)> FupAdo] Zargh ZfRlo A yehdth AAA =531 ol
A SeksjolA] WARTIR F4els AT AlEEAlodo] 2w 1
o Aol Eo tis) AfHor wof HAA F=ok= o]ojxirk
1 ETHWebster & Abramowitz 2017). ©|g % 7|¥t 7}d-L o|gdx} s+
7 ol@HEe FAoAE Frlelal HStHRogowski & Sutherland
2016; Webster & Abramowitz 2017).

o'\g2l 7|dte] tigt E thE A= AT AFLAAE ol F
Hp7E % fdolgks Ale AAStHLelkes 2021). ofof wh=w
7fQlo] FHO tial] =7l= A 2ev FEAL] &% AYEHT &
o] AN Azl whet o S Witk oy} FAMT | P
b FRd SRAL FrAe] JANERE] Fu OF 5o, &
A whes] 2 AT Fao] uls) 2 AT Frolus I

91



M A=3) FHIVE ofLH FEUVE 2020 OfcHM At

o

O_n_,

FAATE 7Y fgEeEe 359 Aedth HHE Rig 2199
SO wlsf 17 SdA AAHASE VA 1

2.58) Soprity. ofdt 4= AMA d=he odH 7|HkE A%t
t} (Rogowski & Sutherland 2016; Fiorina 2017, Webster and
Abramowitz 2017). 124} 7 2918 Eilx oz Z-asich AdAdto
det ARst TR FAMT| et AR} FhEE Fue]
SEl o Bosach B Aol JArbae) old e HES)
Slal SEARS] A oldu AR of A% B A it e
b R S7hEeh FRAH of S NS =

LA E eof3t Ao
ok Ae gReh 2 ARE gulEl QR 42 el AsE
Aol Foig AL FE wE Fudde] oEt BAL e 24s

o 983 Zolth

. X2} HS

el oj;lL VOTER ZA}o]| o]&3FHc)). VOTER A= 2ol AR

o= AE I 2011d H RAF o]F 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, = 2020
SER mxl BE AR AU A4 P3N ALl G 5
E35 59l &% tH(Iyengar et al. 2012). &2 A U3 259k
Boby 2E0] AolB Faf YA ke YT Sk 57 3

00" JlN' r{

ol FE YA it sjele] PATe] Aike] JFL Eok Y

5) Democracy Fund Voter Study Group. VIEWS OF THE ELECTORATE
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