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Abstract

Carbon neutrality, the international community's practical challenge in response to climate
change, is becoming a key industrial strategy for the future development of nations.
Despite concerns that China, as an economic powerhouse in the G2, may face challenges
leading global climate change efforts due to its high-carbon-emitting industrial structure,
it is leveraging carbon neutrality to enhance its industrial competitiveness. The Chinese
government has formulated national policies for achieving carbon neutrality and detailed
sector-specific plans to implement them. In particular, it aims to leverage carbon
neutrality industrial strategies as a lever for adjusting the domestic industrial structure
and fostering new industries, at the same time responding to international climate norms
and external pressures. However, the effectiveness of carbon-neutral industrial strategies is
expected to vary based on regional conditions such as economic and industrial levels.
This article analyzes the regional conditions for implementing carbon neutrality in China,
as well as the contents and characteristics of major industrial policies. Due to differing
levels of economic development and industrial structures, significant variations in carbon
emissions, size, emission sources, and efficiency are inevitable across regions. These

disparities introduce diverse initial conditions and endogenous factors in pursuing
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and the joint emerging researchers meeting of the Contemporary Chinese Studies, Incheon
National University Academy of Chinese Studies, and Inchina Forum (June, 2023)
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carbon-neutral goals, limiting the direction and implementation of carbon-neutral industrial
strategies favoring certain regions. In particular, the extent of policy autonomy granted to
local governments regarding carbon neutrality implementation will influence the regional
dynamics of central-local environmental governance. Consequently, it is crucial to
emphasize regional monitoring alongside comprehensive national research to accurately
navigate the path towards carbon neutrality in China. In summary, the article underscores
the importance of understanding regional variations in economic development, industrial
structure, and policy autonomy for successful carbon neutrality implementation in China.
It highlights the need for regional monitoring and comprehensive national research to

determine a more precise direction for achieving carbon neutrality.
Keywords
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