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Abstract

This study seeks to examine the demographic characteristics of foreign residents in
Korea, with a particular focus on identifying the structural challenges and policy
implications that warrant attention. For this purpose, the foreign population in Seoul was
classified into three categories—non-naturalized foreign residents, naturalized citizens, and
children of foreign nationals—and their demographic trends were subsequently examined.
The major findings are as follows.

First, although the size of the foreign resident population has rebounded since the
conclusion of the COVID-19 pandemic, the overall growth trajectory has shown signs of
slowing. Second, in contrast to the national average, the proportion of women among
foreign residents in Seoul is markedly higher. This is largely attributable to women
constituting more than 60 percent of both marriage migrants and international students.
Third, the foreign resident population is not immune to the broader phenomenon of
demographic aging. Notably, 35.2 percent of non-naturalized foreign residents are over
the age of 50, suggesting that aging within this group is likely to emerge as a salient
policy concern over the next five to ten years. Fourth, the composition of foreign
residents has become increasingly diversified, with Southeast Asian nationals
demonstrating particularly rapid growth. Fifth, one of the defining characteristics of
Seoul’s foreign resident population is the predominance of ethnic Koreans from abroad,
who account for 84.9 percent of all foreign nationals residing in the city. Sixth, Seoul

continues to serve as a key hub for international students, who are disproportionately
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concentrated in the capital relative to other regions of the country.

Taken together, these findings underscore a number of policy implications. Most
importantly, the role of foreign residents in mitigating population decline appears limited;
rather, their growing presence is likely to generate new demands on the social welfare
system and pose challenges for service provision. Moreover, while the rising number of
international students can be regarded as a positive development, it also raises potential
tensions related to labor market competition, entrepreneurial opportunities, and distributive
equity. The overrepresentation of Chinese nationals highlights the persistent challenge of
managing anti-Chinese sentiment in Korean society. Finally, the disproportionately high
share of women among foreign residents calls for sustained public deliberation and
consensus-building regarding the applicability and scope of gender-focused policy

measurces.
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50-594] 8714 Zeta ol 4E wlgfolch &, g 2E AL YR

T} ol ohjg}, 9jFtelule] mwst BAIZEX B mulsjof she Al
gl Aok

Age) elstelnl BPs: AR B $EoR B FH HEA)
B S WIS 22 11LIGSF 64%p Seck SOS9M] g R 8 o
B2 e MRS W, ALY 9T st ol HgE Pr|F
A7t FRsAde] ok AL AR dFFle] Aol AHoR &L of
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FHEAE T A= =4 FE7F 28.7%H, 15 41.8%7F 60| o]Fe]7] wZo]
TH<3t6> HX).

(2 6 T3t M2 7HF =2l 60tff ol HIE H|w)

o A& A=
= 60ty ©]AF 50-59A]] 60Ty o] 50-59A4]]
sl 217 H Tz} 26.3% 23.5% 15.2% 18.6%
St =7 u|HEx) 17.4% 17.8% 11.0% 13.5%
9|kl Z=A} 7.3% 35.9% 1.8% 10.6%
95AY 0.0% 0.1% 0.0% 0.1%
Q) A Ex 41.8% 22.3% 35.1% 20.6%
Az olulz} 11.9% 19.3% 7.8% 15.9%

S AP F(2024). 2023 AR SR = Ader]l @R FF YR
https://www.mois.go.kr/frt/bbs/type001/commonSelectBoardArticle.do?bbsld=BBSMSTR 0
00000000014&nttld=113261 (FALY: 2025.3.7) TAAR vHIFOZ A} £EA4

4. &4 =7 O3}, Fdotror &4l S71

e AF GFAF F Feokilor FAlo] & Eolq F7KIh F3
‘Aol Al F7b7} hesk Hgdekn @ 4 itk <E 7oA & 4 9)
ol, ¥ FH WA F FHolAlol F4lo] 68.0%2 o} d5| 71y 2 )
2 Xska gick AlAol A thu] 248%p &S Hl&olch sk 20161
o] 3.2%p FAskRlL, kAl =219 SRS -14.0%pE U A
Ao FRobilol Alo] Fr Aut A Ayolck

ofo] WIS, @ A u|HEA F Fiobilop 2AS 138%E A5 33.6%
wrh We ulgol Ak # Eo| F7&E melk 20164 T 1253%p7t 5
Fstel A F7H% 10.9%pS H7RITh FA FPEE Aune, ded &
Aol 66% 7P Wi, F7HETE 139.9%pS Belch BT B4 % vF
© 41% 21X GARL 2680%pS Holu] FEo Uee & 4 Yk HE
g7 HE 24 BE A g NES AN F4RE o ok A 3

Q1% 4 giek
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OlAE ZSut Z&: MEA| 2/=2IFLI9

(B 7 =30 M2 7F 8= I8 0lFSAF &4 X[Sat Z74 Hlw)

o A& A=t
= 20239 20164 tjjH] 20234 20164 tjjH]
L Holx|o} 68.0% -3.2% 43.2% 11.3%
Z2(3H=A) 41.7% -14.0% 27.5% 8.6%
= 18.9% 14.2% 11.4% 9.7%
Efolalo} 13.8% 125.3% 33.6% 70.9%
W Ed 6.6% 139.9% 12.8% 85.8%
= 4.1% 268.0% 9.9% 131.9%

S PAMPAE(2024). 2023 ALYAAEA| 57N @G FY TR
https://www.mois.go.kr/frt/bbs/type001/commonSelectBoardArticle.do?bbsIi=BBSMSTR 0
00000000014&nttld=113261 (A A: 2025.3.7) EAARE vlgFo 2 A} B4,

5. 52 34 A, A7) AR G4 323U 37

A AF W2 2 0HEA F 9 A FE wlFol Mg 2w, A
H] 112l A0 Lredeh <iE 8-ofA] BRI 4= glRol, ofF F S04
ool 64.0% A ArlE ujeh o] “msp olfre] Fa thabRfoltk. 5
9 ol ARATE A 10.7%< S Lot W msh Wako] 714t
2 SEE o e o, o 24 BX F §E7 900 849%2 o

)

ool g AF o) FH Fxo| SHe AT Bl vASAS W o
o molslth 94, A AF 9 WA B ulFo| W tu] 7.5%p Ack
SOA] ol 5 ol AFAE 22t 8.4%psk 1.5%p Hol7} ek A=A 3
9l uFE A oju] 9.8%p Acks AL o 4 ek W, 20164 oy mE
o)A Ae] F7hgo] o B Uehdths ZudA g5 A2l 54
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(2 8 =1t ME AHF 2= =% SZ g H|lw)

o A& A=
= 20234 20164 ojjy] 2023 20164 ojjy]
H]Z 28.7% 30.2% 21.2% 74.2%
(504 ©]Ah 64.0% 60.3% 55.6% 95.3%
A 717H59E 14D 70.7% 145.7% 69.2% 204.2%
S (F=A 5=?0) 84.9% 36.8% 75.1% 65.0%

SA: AWM (2024). 2023 ARYAAEA =Nl ARy FY R
https://www.mois.go.kr/frt/bbs/type001/commonSelectBoardArticle.do?bbsld=BBSMSTR 0
00000000014&nttld=113261 (AA: 2025.3.7) EAALR vigto g x| B4

6§30 AT EX|, BE AL HlE

ey gt 4 N HEA F 9 A BE ThgoR T uFS 4
s olmelERloR HAO) 18.9%0lth AFS PAOR ure ke
D 3, B4 AL FRoLAOl} 52.9% TS AXFhch A 37.8%
wr e gxjolth. SHXIRE Fitobalol Z4l0] 20169 Tiu] 256.2%p Z715}
o 267% HIFOR ARSS o 5 AUtk F/HES LESIAS , FHop
ofo} Bolalol MY ulgo] B F3W THeAlol Atk ZEiH9 4]
olF FobAlot 4l §EMo] N4 E7LEA7}F BAolet shAh BA),
Pz A, Fel SHdo] 40.7%E JH 2 BES AAska ek A
FH o 285%2) AL TSRS w, FHe G5O 4e 24 et A
7h Arke AL o 4tk e HEY B4R 212%2, A3 dju] v
Zo AAut 2016W thy] 385.8%p Z/18S B Arg F=Fa Qo o
A ol B AL Szul7am B4 S3H0] 23%E AXsa Yrks
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OlZAE 2SS0 ZE: N2A| 2=2IFRIe| Qi EXut HAA o)
(B 9 M3 NS 7HF S5 B8 H|m)
. e e
20233 20163 oH] 202339 20163 oH]
H|Z= 18.9% 85.8% 10.7% 115.0%
e ZHolr]o} 52.9% 48.3% 37.8% 29.2%
Ztolr]o} 26.7% 256.2% 41.8% 395.0%
=== 40.7% 35.1% 28.5% 13.8%
HEY 21.2% 385.8% 36.6% 518.4%
=7} = 6.6% 107.8% 6.3% 138.2%
IR 3.9% 166.8% 2.1% 108.0%
L ZH| 7| ek 2.3% 190.3% 5.9% 458.8%
EA: YA E(2024). 2023 AYALA|THA]| Ll=IE A FF TR

https://www.mois.go.kr/frt/bbs/type001/commonSelectBoardArticle.do?bbsId=BBSMSTR 0
00000000014&nttld=113261 (FAY: 2025.3.7) EAALR v o2 A} H4.

A& AT FeEe dge obel R A EW, SAMEHD2-2) 2+
o] 344%(HA=2 329%)=E 7H
(D4-1)&F A A}-93KD2-3) T o] ZHz} 24.6%2} 20.3%Q] AL &2 VeIt A=
& 30.9%2} 14.6%). o AAF 2Hgo] 54.7%= ARt ol AT HreE e
IFH ofgtda HA9 {IHY HFo] EA] otk FEY A A
g sHgo] 8.6%(H=r 10.1%)0] =245HA|NE 20161 tH] 258.6%p F7Fst
Ath= Aolvh 1 A3 sk Y feHEo] 289%F SHAF Y oo R
& HSS AASh= L] Hrh oldtoll HEeAKD2-1) #HE o] s &
Fog Solthes AS & o AUTK1,890.6%p)(<3E 10> Z=x).
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(E 10 M2 75 QY 59 2 318
72 ag | uz 2ot 4]
7 ¢ 7
D2-1(HE3FAD 2,110% 2.8% 2,004 1,890.6%
D2-2(8FAS-8H 25,800 34.4% 10,448 68.1%
D2-3(AL8-8H 15,201 20.3% 7,111 87.9%
D2-4(4tAk3-Eh 6,465 8.6% 4,662 258.6%
D2-5(A-88h 92t 0.1% 497 114.0%
D2-6( L 3F51AY) 4,929 6.6% 53774 12.2%
D2-7( -85 A1-8-5h 1,176 1.6% 1,043 784.2%
D2-8(*HEE1AY) 7647 1.0% 627 457.7%
D4-1(j s olsrdadss) | 18,439 24.6% 2,8327 18.1%
D4-7(8]=0] A1) - 0.0% - -
A 74,9763 100.0% 29,3137 64.2%

éﬂ %‘-r—r SUT AT AL ER(2017). 20165 YT AFJAPAFA AR, HF7R
MR 29)5H o)l YA EEL (2024). 202355 A AEA AR, HIH
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Ae AF AFAF 3
g ol47t Batsirhe
AT Zueln W SR
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