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Abstract

This study examines the Taiwanese case from 1992 to 2016 through a modified and
expanded version of Rogers Brubaker’s triadic nexus framework in order to explain how
separatist nationalism is triggered and unfolds in divided states. In doing so, the study
conceptualizes the reconfiguration of a previously integration-oriented national identity
without changes in sovereignty or territorial boundaries as “re—nationalization,” and
theorizes this phenomenon in the context of divided states.

The analysis shows that Taiwan’s re—nationalization was triggered by changes in the power
structure brought about by democratization, as well as by shifting perceptions of relations
with China—the counterpart of division—after the end of the Cold War. As a result,
waishengren (Mainlanders), who became positioned as a minority group, and the
Kuomintang, which represented them, pursued an alternative form of nation—building
aimed at restoring an integrative identity. Meanwhile, China, as the external homeland,
interpreted Taiwan’s re—nationalization as a betrayal by a kin group and attempted to
intervene by incorporating not only the national minority but the entire Taiwanese population
into a “claimed co—ethnic”.

Through this analysis, the study demonstrates that under certain conditions the triadic
nexus framework can also explain ethnic politics in divided states, and it offers a new
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analytical perspective for research on divided states and theories of nationalism.
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