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Fig. 1. Sexual differentiation in the proportion of cadaver Al ek freld Sl 2 (p=0001)F RefFar 5
donors. o (Teble 1).
Male donors
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* Statistically significant after Bonferroni adjustment

Fig. 2. Agerelated proportions in male cadaver donors.
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Female donors
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Fig. 3. Age related proportions in female cadaver donors.

All (Male & Female) donors
% 60
1 Deaths in 2000
50 ¢ =3 Donors
40 ¢
30 ¥ *

20 ¢

10 ¢ |

0= :l—.-_ i_l_ rx v Age
Lessthan 19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 Over 70

* Statistically significant after Bonferroni adjustment

Fig. 4. Agerelated proportionsin al (male and female) cadaver donors.
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Table 1. Proportions of cadaver donors according to 19 Chapters
Classification of ‘Korean Standard Classification of
Diseases and Causes of Death (KCD)'

Deaths by Causes
(19 Chapters Classification)

Bonferroni adjustment : 0.003

Causes of Death Year 2000 Donors P-value
Infectious diseases 253% 2.7%(3%) 0.9040
Neoplasms 21.41% 35.7%(407) 0.0001
Blood & blood forming organs  0.21% 0.9%(1%) *0.1144
Endocrine organs 450% 2.7%(3%) 0.3516
Mental & behavioral 3.03% 1.8%(2%) 0.4414
Nervous system 1.03% 0.9%(1%) 0.8850
Circulatory system 23.91% 33.9%(38%) 0.0130
Respiratory system 518% 2.7%(3%) 0.2328
Digestive system 6.55% 8.0%(9%) 0.5260
Musculoskeletal system 1.02% 0% (0%) 0.2824
Genitourinary system 1.18% 2.7%(3%) 0.1424
Pregnancy & childbirth 0.09% O 0.7479
Congenital malformation 0.25% 0 0.5970
Abnormal clinical findins 15.60% O 0.0001
External causes 13.32% 8.0%(9%) 0.0900

*Statistically significant after Bonferroni adjustment

Educational levels of donors from 1996 to 1998

Deaths in 1998
=1 Donors

*

i -

Elementary Middle school
school

High sm)ol . University

* Statistically significant after Bonferroni adjustment

Fig. 5. Educational levels of cadaver donors from 1996 to 1998.
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Death places of donors
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Tertiary hospital 33.9% (38 persons)
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Etc. 17.0% (19 persons)

Tota 100% (112 persons)
Fig. 6. Death places of cadaver donors.
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Abstract

Database Linkage Study on the Demographic Char acteristics
of Korean Cadaver Donors

Young-Il Lee

Department of Anatomy, College of Medicine, DanKook University, Chonan, Korea

In the past, all cadaver dissections for the education of medical students were performed with one who has sickened
and died unidentified by the roadside. Recently, needs for cadaver donations are increasing more and more due to
decrease of unidentified dead bodies with economical development and improvement of environment.

However, in spite of increasing cadaver donations, demographic studies on the cadaver donors haven't been
performed until now. In this study, demographic characteristics such as sex, age, cause of death, and educational level
on 107 cadaver donors from 1998 to 2000 were investigated and compared them to the data from ‘annual report on the
cause of death statistics' published by national statistical office. Male cadaver donors occupied 71.9% (77 persons) and
female occupied 28.1% (30 persons). Age related proportions revealed 16.8% with ages over 70, 23.4% with ages from
60 to 69, 28.0% with ages from 50 to 59, 17.8% with ages from 40 to 49, 10.3% with ages from 30 to 39, and only
3.7% with ages less than 30. Most frequent causes of death among the cadaver donors were diseases from malignant
neoplasm (35.7%) and circulatory system (33.9%). Educational levels above high-school graduation occupied 49.5%
among cadaver donors whereas proportion of educational levels above high-school graduation among overall dead
persons in 1998 was only 19.7%.

Results from this study could be practiced as important basic data base for the expansion of cadaver donation
campaigns and organized regular future studies on the demographic characteristics of cadaver donors.

Key words : Cadaver donation, Demographic characteristics, Dissection, Cause of death
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