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Table 1. Previously reported studies on Goryeo skeletons
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Organization of excavation

Remarks

Site Type of grave
Hyungok-ni, Danyang Stone-lined tomb No. 27
(Woo 2002) Earthen Tomb No.6

The University of Seoul Museum

12 bone individuals(5 males, 7 females)
were examined.

Royal tomb of King Gongmin

(Kim 2003) Science

North Korea Academy of Social

Oneindividual identified. Hair could be
recovered. The tomb was already
plundered by grave robbers.

Mulcheon-ri, Gyeongju

(Park et a. 2007) Stone chambered tomb

Center

Sunglim Cultural Property Research

Oneindividual identified. Poor
preservation status of bones.
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Table 2. Archaeological information on Goryeo skeletal remainsin this study

Sites Type of tomb Organization of excavation Bone status Estimated periods
Pyeongtaek Wood coffin/ Ssjong Universit Contained within vase Transitional period between
Dogokri No. 4 Vase used as ash box 9 y ash box after cremation Sillaand Goryeo Dynasties
Gangneung Gangwon Research I nstitute of Transitional period between

Earthenware coffin

Y pamdong Tomb Cultural Heritage

Same above Sillaand Goryeo Dynasties

No.
No.
No.
No.
Youngwol No.
Donggang No.
Resort No.
No.
No.
No.
No. 15

won Research
Earthen tomb Ganwo

O© OO ~NOULA WN P

=
o

Institute of Cultural Heritage

Interment without cremation  Goryeo Dynasty

No. 4-1 Stone-lined tomb Same above

Cremated bones Goryeo Dynasty
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Fig. 1. Various types of Goryeo tombs examined in this study. (A) Pyeongtaek Dogokri tomb No. 4. (B) Gangneung Y pamdong Tomb.
Cremated bonesin (A) and (B) were contained in buria urns (indicated by red arrows). (C) Small-sized stone lined tomb found in Y oungwol
Donggang Resort site. Cremated bones were found within the tomb. (D) One of earthen tombsin Y oungwol site(Tomb #7). Relatively well
preserved human skeletons could be collected. Accompanying remains(indicated by yellow arrows) were useful for estimation of construc-

tion time.
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Fig. 2. Human bones found in
Goryeo tombs. (A) Skull and (B)
tooth fragments collected from
Pyeongtaek Dogokri tomb No.
4. (C) Anima bones were also
identified in the same tomb. (D)
and (E) Bones from Gangneung
Y pamdong Tomb. (D) Skull fra-
gment (E) Right hip bone. Auri-
cular surface (asterisk) and pre-
auricular sulcus(indicated by
red arrow) could be observed.
(F) and (G) Small-sized stone
lined tomb of Y oungwol Dong-
gang Resort site. (F) Charcoal
found in the tomb. (G) Cremat-
ed human bone from the same
tomb. (H) Tomb #9 of Y ongwol
site. (1) and (J) Epiphyseal plates
are not fused yet in this case.
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Table 3. Anthropological datafor the Goryeo skeletal remains
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Sites Sex Age

Bone Status

Bone pieces were contained in vase ash box after cremation
Identified bones: skull, mandible, teeth, humerus, vertebra, fibula,

Dogokri No. 4 k k
Pyeongtask Dogokri No Unknown Unknown carpal bones, hip bone acetabulum, tibia, ulna, femur, tarsal bone,
hand phalanx, foot bone phalanx, ribs, radius, and scapula
Gangneung Y pamdong Tomb Female Unknown Fragmented bones due to cremation
No. 1 Unknown Unknown Fragmented bones .
No evidence of cremation
No. 2 Unknown Unknown Identlnfled bones: humerus, rad.lu.s, ulna, maxilla, teeth, femur,
mandible, scapula, skull, and tibia
Evidence of cremation was not found in al fragmented bones
Identified bones: skull, mandible, maxilla, teeth, left femur, left
No. 3 Unknown Unknown tibig, right femur, left humerus, right humerus, right tibia, right
clavicle, metatarsal bone, left clavicle, Ieft hipbone, femoral head,
axis, and skull base
No. 4 Unknown Unknown Skull only collected
Y oungwol No. 5 Unknown Unknown Fragmented bones; No evidence of cremation
Donggang Skull and femur collected
Resort . . -
No. 6 Unknown Unknown Fragmented .bones, No evidence of cremation
Femur and ribs collected
Fragmented bones; No evidence of cremation
No. 7 F k
© emale Unknown Relatively good preservation status
No. 8 Mae? Unknown Fragmented bones; No evidence of cremation
Estimated age from tooth eruption: 15 years
No. k Adol
0.9 Unknown dolescent Epiphyseal plates are not fused yet
No. 10 Unknown Unknown Fragmented bones; No evidence of cremation
Fragments of skull and long bones collected
Fragmented bones; No evidence of cremation
No. 1! k k
015 Unknown Unknown Fragments of skull, long bones, and partial ribs
No. 4-1 Unknown Unknown Cremated bones with charcoal particles
Seriously fragmented
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Abstract : Skeletal remains collected from the archaeological fields must be maintained carefully, for being used
in scientific studies on the physical characteristics, health status, and pathologica disease of the ancient or medieval
human populations. Even if Joseon Dynasty Human Sample Collection might be a good example for such studies,
few of bone collections predated the Joseon Age(e.g. Goryeo Dynasty) have been established until now, possibly
owing to poor preservation condition of archaeological sitesin Korea. In this study, we performed anthropol ogical
studies on afew cases of Goryeo skeletons, which have been rarely reported by anthropologists in Korea. Judging
from the preservation status of bones found in various types of Goryeo graves(e.g. earthen- or stone-chambered
tombs), many cases seem to be cremated in accordance with Buddhist funeral rites. Goryeo bone collections must
be constructed with the bones identified in the earthen tombs, which were preserved much perfectly than those of
any other types of Goryeo tombs.
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