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Fig. 1. The small-sized urn coffin was discovered at Aurgji sitein
Jeongseon county, Korea during archaeological excavation (left red
circle). The arrow indicated the Proto Three Kingdom period in the
time table of Korean history (right).
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Fig. 2. (A) Archeologica excavation site. The arrow indicated the buria point of urn coffin. (B) The appearance of small-sized coffin on the
spot. The upper part of urn coffin was removed on the spot because the part became weak by long-time permeation of water. (C) The urn
coffin transferred to the laboratory. The orifice of urn coffin was turned down. Soil was hardened around the orifice. (D) Expert removing

the soil from the urn coffin in the laboratory.
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Table 1. Remained bonesin the urn coffin
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Fig. 3. The interior view of urn coffin (upper). Tempora bone(Te),
orbit (Or), maxilla(Mx) and mandible(Md) were observed well. The
skull fragments were gathered around the orifice of urn coffin
(lower). Cal, calvaria.

Type of bones Parts of bones
Bone fraoments Facial bones Right Maxilla; Left Maxilla; Mandible; Right temporomandibular region (with petrous part)
X Calvaria Left Parietal-Left lamdoidal suture-Left occipital parts; Small fragments of Calvaria
Teeth Upper jaw Rt P2; Rt M1; Rt M2; Lt P1
Lower jaw Rt C; Rt P1; Rt P2; Rt M1; Rt M2; Lt C; Lt P2; Lt M2

Rt, right; Lt, left
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Fig. 4. A. Fragments of right and left maxilla. B. Fragments of mandibular body. In A and B, tooth wearing is shown on each of socketed
teeth. C, canine; P1, first premolar; P2, second premolar; M1, first molar; M2, second molar. C. Right petrous part of temporal bone. D. Left

petrous part of temporal bone.
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Discovered from Urn Coffin of Proto-Three Kingdoms Period
in Korea

Myeung Ju Kim, Yi-Suk Kim?*, Chang Seok Oh?, Sang Jun Lee?, Gi Dae Bok®,
Yang Su Yi?4 Suk In Youn®, NaLi Lee®, Dong Hoon Shin?

Dankook University College of Medicine, Department of Anatomy

'Ewha Womans University School of Medicine, Department of Anatomy
2Seoul National University, College of Medicine, Department of Anatomy
SUniversity of Brain Education, Department of Kukhak

4Gyeongju National Museum

SGangwon Research Institute of Archaeological and Cultural Properties
5Gangwon Research Ingtitute of Cultural Properties

175

Abstract : Increase in agricultural production or steel manufacturing during Proto-Three Kingdoms Period (i =
&%) enabled ancient people to establish well-organized ancient kingdoms in Korean peninsula. A pottery in
which human skeletons were buried, the urn coffin, has been regarded as one of the frequently used burial system
in ancient Korean society. Among them, the small-sized urn coffin was thought to be used for reburial of adult
skeleton or burial for infants and children. In this report, we showed that the human adult bones were buried in a
very unique pattern. Based on anthropological study, the dead person buried in the urn coffin died in his/her 30s;
and every bone fragment belonged to human skull without exception.

The dead person might be awarrior killed in action because there have been reports on exclusive buria of skull
in asmall-sized, ancient urn coffin in Japan, that was commonly interpreted as the buria of ancient warrior’s heads
decapitated during ancient battle, and were reburied in the burial ground. Neverthel ess, considering that the cervical
bones were not found along with the skull bone fragments, the tell tale sign of decapitation, more future studies are
needed to confirm the hypothesis. However, even so, it could not be easily denied that very unique funeral customs:
burial of human adult skull in asmall-sized urn coffin, prevailed in the ancient Korean societiesin certain regions.

Keywords : Skull, Jeong seon gun, Aurgji, Small-sized urn coffin, Three Kingdoms Period (i = E##t;), Korea
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