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Abstract : Many anatomists and clinicians who investigate the peripheral nerve concern about the composition
of the spinal roots of each terminal nerve of the brachia plexus. From this viewpoint, the spinal root composition
of the ulnar nerve is still unclear. Several anatomy textbooks describe that the ulnar nerve is composed of the
ventral rami of the C8, T1 and often C7. There is no literature regarding the frequency and contribution quantity
of C7 to the ulnar nerve. The purpose of present study was to determine frequency and contribution quantity of
the C7 to the ulnar nerve.

Fifty cadavers of brachial plexus were obtained from cadavers of Korean adults. The brachial plexus containing
the ulnar nerve were extracted from the axilla and the extracted samples were immersed in Guanidine-HCI (0.2 M)
for 2 weeks to soften the connective tissue around the nerve bundles. C7 was contributed to the ulnar nervein all
sides (100%). The numbers of the myelinated axons of C7 participating to the ulnar nerve was 1,452+ 429 (mean
+S.D.). Thus the C7 can be considered as always participating component of the ulnar nerve, not often partici-
pation, although numbers of the myelinated axons of C7 was lesser than those of the C8, but similar to those of
the T1.

The results of the study provide a reference for accurate diagnosis and treatment regarding ulnar nerve injury

due to various accidents.
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Introduction

Several anatomy textbooks describe that the ulnar nerve
is composed of the ventral rami of the C8, T1 and often
C7[1-4]. Those of the C7 components may supply the
flexor carpi ulnaris muscle in the anterior compartment of
the forearm. However, there are few literatures regarding
contributing frequency and quantities of the C7 to the
ulnar nerve. Fuss(1989) [5] reported the lateral cord con-
tribution to the ulnar nerve was in 56% of the 158 brachial
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plexus. Pyun et a. (2010) [6] reported that the connection
between lateral cord and ulnar nerve was observed at 13.1%
(5/38) in their anatomic study and the flexor carpi ulnaris
muscle was abnormal electromyographic findings at the
46.2% (36/78) in the C7 radiculopathy. Therefore differ-
encies between anatomic study and electromyographic
diagnosis exist. This study was aimed to determine frequ-
ency and the number of the myelinated axons of the C7 in
the ulnar nerve.

Materials and Methods

Fifty cadavers of brachial plexus were obtained from
cadavers of Korean adults(Male: 58, Female: 42, average
age: 69.7 years). The brachia plexus containing the ulnar
nerve were extracted from the axilla and the extracted sam-
ples were immersed in Guanidine-HCI (0.2 M) for 2 weeks
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Fig. 1. A photograph showing the C7 fascicles (arrow) constituting the ulnar nerve in the posterior aspect of the brachial plexus. C7 fasci-
cles constituting the ulnar nerve branched out at the distal portion of the lateral cord. AN, axillary nerve, Lat C, lateral cord; MAN, medial
antebrachial cutaneous nerve; MBN, media brachial cutaneous nerve; MCN, muscul ocutaneous nerve; MDN, median nerve; Med C, medid

cord; Post C, posterior cord; RN, radial nerve; UN, ulnar nerve.

Table 1. Numbers of myelinated axons of C7, C8 and T1 roots
participating to the ulnar nerve.

c7 c8 T1
Number of 14524+429 11,448+1,473 1,720+382
myelinated axons (9.9%) (78.3%) (11.8%)

to soften the connective tissue around the nerve bundles.
Each processed brachial plexus was dissected under a sur-
gical microscope at a magnification of 7.5x (OPMI-FC,
Carl Zeiss, German). After determining contribution of
the C7, 20 samples were processed with a routine histolo-
gical staining procedure (H&E) to count the number of
myelinated axons. Imbroglio Modometer version 2.0 soft-
ware was used to count the number of myelinated axons.

Results

The C7 was found to contribute to the ulnar nervein al
fifty cadavers(100/100, 100%). In all cases, the C7 fasci-
cles branched out at the distal portion of the fascicles com-
posing the lateral root of the median nerve, decussating
with the medial root of the median nerve (Fig. 1). The

quantity of C7 contribution to the ulnar nerve was 1,452
+429 myelinated axons, C8 was 11,448+1,473 and T1
was 1,720+ 382 in 20 sides(Table 1).

Discussion

Before counting the number of myelinated axons of C7,
we compared the total number of myelinated axons of the
ulnar nerve with that of another study. The total number
of the myelinated axons of the ulnar nerve was 16,400(7].
In the present study, total number of the myelinated axons
of ulnar nerve was 14,620. It showed that it is similar with
that of another study. The C7 of the ulnar nerve innervated
the flexor carpi ulnaris muscle, along with the C8 compo-
nents[3-4,8-10]. In the cases that it has a large number of
nerve fibers, it can be considered that the C7 innervates
other muscles and/or the C7 is responsible for sensory
innervation to the skin.

In this study, the C7 was found to consistently contri-
bute to the ulnar nerve, which was different to the result
of Fuss (1989) [5] who reported 56% contribution of C7
to the ulnar nerve. And the results of Pyun et al. (2010) [6]
reported 13.1% in their anatomic study. However, electro-
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diagnostic findings were different from the anatomic study.
Dumitru and Zwarts(2002) [11] described the presence of
lateral root of ulnar nerve at 15.0-92.0% in their electro-
diagnostic study.

Hur and Lee (2011) [12] reported that the C7 was con-
stant components of ulnar nerve and the myelinated fiber
number of spina root (C7, C8, T1) of ulnar nerve was
1,339+ 680, 10,075+ 1,473, 1,032+ 582, respectively.

Therefore, it can be considered that the C7 nerveroot isa
constant component of the ulnar nerve, not often, although
the contribution quantity of C7 was lesser than those of
the C8 and was similar to those of the T1.

The results of the study provide areference for accurate
diagnosis and treatment regarding ulnar nerve injury due
to various accidents.
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