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Abstract : Since there is no research on bereaved families who have experienced the body donation process
in South Korea, this study phenomenologically analyzed the experiences of 10 bereaved families who donated
their family body to Chungbuk National University College of Medicine. These families revealed that although
they did not initially intend to donate the remains of their loved ones, their decision was influenced by the
deceased’s persistent persuasion and their own religious and value-based beliefs. During the donation process,
they were taken aback by unexpected questions about the condition of the donor’s body, felt inconvenienced as
the body handover process coincided with the funeral, and expressed a sense of emptiness as the donation process
concluded in an instant. After the donation was completed, the bereaved family expressed their intention to donate
their own body along with the donor’s, wanting to commemorate the donor’s sacrifice and dedication with many
others. In order to enable those who have pledged to donate their bodies to actually donate their bodies in the
future, it is necessary to educate, promote, and provide guidance to bereaved families and each university that has
the final decision-making authority on donation. Additionally, an integrated body donation management system

need to be established.

Keywords : Cadaver, Body donation, Bereaved family, Bereaved family interview, Qualitative analysis
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Table 1. Information of interviewees
. Donor’s age Year
No Interviewee Gender Relation Religion Age Gender at time of of body
to donor of donor . .
body donation donation
1 Y*H Male Son Christian 66 Male 92 2011
C*H Female Spouse Buddhism 69 Male 60 2012
3 L*W Male Son Christian 35 Male 55 2012
. Male 86 2013
4 K*H Male Son Christian 62
Female 82 2012
5 J*H Male Son Christian 62 Male 86 2017
6 M*J Female Daughter Catholic 57 Male 76 2018
7 J*S Female Daughter Catholic 67 Male 91 2022
8 S*Y Male Brother Christian 58 Male 67 2022
9 P*K Male Son Catholic 60 Male 85 2022
10 R*C Male Son Christian 66 Male 94 2023
Table 2. Key questions
1) What made you agree to donate your family’s body?
- Who first suggested body donation?
- What was your family’s reaction at the time?
- Was there any conflict?
2) Your experience during the actual donation process after the donor's death.
- Was the body donation process smooth?
- How did the bereaved family feel during the body donation process?
- Were there any unforeseen circumstances during the body donation process?
3) What did you feel through the body donation process?
- Has there been a change in awareness about body donation?
- Do you agree to another donation? (your own or someone else’s)
4) From the perspective of the bereaved family who went through the entire process, Do you have any desires or wishes?
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Table 3. Profile of body donors

Table 4. Participant profile : bereaved family

Donor' (N=11)

Bereaved family (N =10)

Characteristics Characteristics
Number (%) Number (%)

Age of death Age

50~60 2 18.2 30~40 1 100

61~70 1 9.1 41~50 0 -

71~80 1 9.1 51~60 2 20.0

81~90 4 364 61 or above 7 70.0

91 or above 3 273 Age at time of donation
Sex 20~30 1 10.0

Female 1 9.1 31~40 0 -

Male 10 90.9 41~50 0 -
Marital status 51 or above 9 90.0

Single 1 9.1 Sex

Married 6 54.5 Female 3 30.0

Widowed 4 364 Male 7 70.0
From donation pledges to donations Relationship of donor

Within 1 year 2 18.2 Children 8 80.0

Over 1 year 9 81.8 Spouse 1 10.0
Place of death Sibling 1 10.0

Home 2 18.2 Religion

Hospital 4 364 Buddhism 1 10.0

Welfare facillity 4 364 Catholic 3 300

DOA 1 9.1 Christian 6 60.0
Body donation proposal

Donor 10 90.9

Family ! Sl RS W8S PRI o a9 FauF

"One bereaved family member interviewed had both parents donate their
bodies. So the number of donors was calculated to be 11.
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Table 5. Categories and subcategories derived from interview data to bereaved family

Question 1) What made you agree to donate your family’s body?
Category Denial, persuasion and acceptance.
Subcategory (D Body donation is a distant story from me.
@ Donor's strong will.
(3 The body returns to dust.
Question 2) Your experience during the actual donation process after the donor’s death.
Category Urgency, confusion and discomfort.
Subcategory @ It’s over in an instant.
(2 It is inconvenient because it takes place at the same time as the funeral.
(3 Receive unexpected guidance.
Question 3) What did you feel through the body donation process?
Category Empathy and participation.
Subcategory @ Learn from donors.
(@ 1 also want to donate my body.
Question 4) From the perspective of the bereaved family who went through the entire process, Do you have any desires or wishes?
Category Contribution and commemoration.
Subcategory (D We hope this will help advance medical science.
(2 We want to further honor the dedication of our donors.
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