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Abstract : Vesalius introduced an innovative ‘cut & paste’ technique in the final section of book III of De
Humani Corporis Fabrica, to dynamically present the complex anatomy of various blood vessels and the genitalia
of both sexes in a three-dimensional perspective. This method was designed to overcome the limitations of
two-dimensional illustrations, offering a more interactive and detailed exploration of the human body’s three-
dimensional structures. The technique involved the meticulous arrangement of eight small illustrations on a single
page, which were intended to be cut out and superimposed upon (or below) a large-scaled whole body figure
of the vascular system or amongst each other to show the intricate relationships of structures. This study was
performed to reveal the Vesalius’ intentions by rectifing the shortcomings in a previous report that attempted to
replicate his technique. Furthermore, it involved a review of the terms he employed and an examination of the

historical significance of his pioneering approach.
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Fig. 1. Eight small figures of vascular system and genital organs,
which were suggested to be cut out separately and attached to the
whole-body vascular figure on the previous page. Prima, the Ist;
Secunda, the 2nd; Tertia, the 3rd; Quarta, the 4th; Quinta, the Sth;
Sexta, the 6th; Septima, the 7th; Octava, the 8th.
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Table 1. Anatomical illustrations of vascular and related structures in Vesalius’ De Humani Corporis Fabrica book III: A detailed catalogue

Figure number

Represented structures

internal thoracic artery and vein, anterior intercostal branch, superior epigastric artery and vein, musculophrenic artery

testicular artery and vein, testis, epididymis, pampiniform plexus, vas deferens, ureter

round ligament of liver, umbilicus, median umbilical ligament, cord of umbilical artery, urinary bladder, prostate, penis

1 azygos vein, hemiazygos vein, intercostal vein
2
and vein, inferior epigastric artery and vein
3 splenic vein, superior mesenteric vein, intralobular distribution of the portal vein
4 anterior surface of the liver and falciform ligament
5
6 penis, penile urethra, corpus spongiosum
7
8

round ligament of liver, umbilicus, median umbilical ligament, cord of umbilical artery, urinary bladder, ureter
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Fig. 2. A large figure of whole body showing the heart, arterial and venous system, along with a small figure of the female genital organ.
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Fig. 4. Male genital organ overlaid with three small figures.
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