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Abstract : Physical anthropology initially focused on the analysis of ethnic origins and morphological
characteristic. However, since the mid-20" century, it has transformed into an interdisciplinary field that
comprehensively explores the biological attributes of human and it is widely known as biological anthropology.
This research aims to understand the current state of physical anthropology in Korea by examining the journals
published by the Korean Association of Physical Anthropologists. Additionally, in order to explore the future
directions for physical anthropology in Korea, this study also conducted a comparative review of articles published
in the American Journal of Biological Anthropology. As a result, it was found that a significant majority of
the articles in domestic journals were focused on the field of anatomy. Meanwhile, research categorized under
biological anthropology accounted for only about 10% of the total. In contrast, research in American journal cover
a wide range of sub-disciplines within biological anthropology, including primatology, paleoanthropology, skeletal
biology, bioarchaeology, human biology, and genetics. The predominance of research in the field of anatomy
in domestic journals is closely related to the history of physical anthropology in Korea, which began primarily
within departments of anatomy. However, recently there has been a steady increase in the proportion of forensic
anthropology, along with a slight rise in the number of researchers in the field of bioarchaeology. This indicates a
shift towards greater diversity in the topics of biological anthropology of Korea. It is hoped that these changes will
continue, leading to the development of Korean physical anthropology as a comprehensive field that addresses the
biological attributes of human, integrating research from a wider range of disciplines.

Keywords : Physical Anthropology, Biological Anthropology, Anatomy, Korean Association of Physical
Anthropologists, American Journal of Biological Anthropology
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Table 1. Classification of subfield categories examined in this study
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Journal Category

Sub-disciplines

Korean Journal of
Physical Anthropology/
Anatomy-Biological
Anthropology

Anatomy

Biological anthropology

American Journal of
Biological Anthropology

Biological anthropology

Gross anatomy, Clinical anatomy, Neuroanatomy, Embryology,
Histology, Imaging anatomy, Molecular biology, Anatomy education

Physical anthropology, Paleoanthropology, Human biology,
Bioarchaeology, Paleopathology, Forensic anthropology

Primatology, Paleoanthropology, Human biology, Skeletal biology,
Bioarchaeology, Genetics

Table 2. Distribution of published research by sub-disciplines in Korea

Number/proportion (%)

Category Sub-disciplines of articles Cumulative %
Anatomy Gross anatomy 16.6% 16.6%
Clinical anatomy 10.5% 27.1%
Neuroanatomy 7.4% 34.5%
Embryology 4.3% 38.8%
Histology 26.5% 65.3%
Imaging anatomy 44% 69.7%
Molecular biology 50% 74.7%
Anatomy education 59% 80.6%
Biological Physical anthropology 5.1% 85.7%
Anthropology Paleoanthropology 0.2% 85.9%
Human biology 1.7% 87.6%
Bioarchaeology 4.0% 91.6%
Paleopathology 1.0% 92.6%
Forensic anthropology 32% 95.8%
Miscellaneous (etc.) 4.2% 100.0%
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Fig. 1. Changes in the research proportion of sub-disciplines over time in Korea.

Table 3. Changes in the distribution of sub-disciplines over time in Korea

Proportion (%) of articles by year
Sub-disciplines

1988~1999 2000~2009 2010~2019 2020~2023
Gross anatomy 23.3% 13.1% 16.2% 11.6%
Clinical anatomy 11.7% 10.1% 8.3% 14.0%
Neuroanatomy 4.6% 11.7% 6.0% 3.5%
Embryology 7.5% 4.7% 1.9% -
Histology 20.8% 36.6% 24.1% 14.0%
Imaging anatomy 10.0% 2.0% 2.3% 2.3%
Molecular biology 6.7% 54% 4.6% -
Anatomy education - 2.3% 11.6% 20.9%
Physical anthropology 3.8% 7.7% 3.7% 3.5%
Paleoanthropology - 0.7% - -
Human biology 5.8% - - -
Bioarchaeology 2.5% - 8.3% 10.5%
Paleopathology - - 3.7% -
Forensic anthropology 0.8% 2.7% 5.6% 5.8%

Miscellaneous (etc.) 2.5% 3.0% 3.7% 14.0%
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Table 4. Changes in the distribution of sub-disciplines over time in U.S.
Proportion (%) of articles by year
Sub-disciplines
2000~2005 2006~2010 2011~2015 2016~2020 2021~2023

Primatology 27.8% 26.0% 24 9% 20.0% 19.1%
Paleoanthropology 9.9% 7.1% 16.1% 14.3% 16.9%
Human biology 14.1% 8.7% 10.8% 9.0% 8.6%
Skeletal biology 14.5% 14.2% 15.8% 23.0% 19.3%
Bioarchaeology 19.2% 27.0% 18.2% 22.3% 23.4%
Genetics 14.5% 17.0% 14.2% 11.4% 12.7%
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