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Abstract : The post-mortem examinations in the Joseon Kingdom continued the forensic traditions that had
developed in pre-modern East Asian societies. The Shijang, a record of these examinations, has attracted academic
attention for its objective and detailed accounts of the deaths of Joseon Koreans. In this review, we examine the
content of these post-mortem examination records currently preserved in South Korea, and suggest how research
of them can be enriched through the lens of biological anthropology. We argue that a successful analysis of these
records requires interdisciplinary collaboration between the humanities and forensic anthropology to provide a
more comprehensive understanding of the deaths of Joseon people - insights that are rarely found in other historical

sources.
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Fig. 1. The diagram of post-mortem examinations of Joseon Dynasty.
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Fig. 2. Structure of postmortem investigation record (Hakjo Lee Case) of Joseon Dynasty.
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Fig. 3. The results of the first examination of Hakjo Lee case.
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Fig. 5. Examples of the Muwonrok’s content that is proven accurate by modern forensic science.
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