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Forensic Anthropological Study of the Murder Disguised as Drowning
in the Korean Empire’s Post-mortem Examination Record

Seonguk Hong', Soong Deok Lee??, Dong Hoon Shin®

'Soon Chun Hyang University Institute of Humanities

2Department of Forensic Medicine, Seoul National University College of Medicine
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Abstract : Muwonrok was a fundamental guide that should be referred to in the investigation of the dead during

Joseon dynasty period. The investigation report prepared based on the Muwonrok is called Geoman, which

described the details of the case and examiner’s opinion about the cause of death, which is useful for grasping the

contents of forensic reasons that were accepted in Korea before the 20" century. The current research analyze an

investigation report on a wife’s death in Jirye County of the Korean Empire, a case initially reported as drowning

by her husband but finally revealed as a murder after post-mortem examination of the officials. Through this

case, we can see in detail how a case of death was investigated by the examiners in the Korean Empire, and how

reasonably their conclusions were drawn from the perspective of forensic anthropology.

Keywords : Muwonrok, Jirye county, Murder, Geoman, Post-mortem examination, Forensic anthropology
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Fig. 1. The official report covers of the first investigation on the
case of Kang Joi.
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Fig. 2. The page of the report with the names of the dead, the cause
of death, and the name of the criminal.
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Fig. 3. The results of the first investigation: anterior part of Kang Joi.
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Fig. 5. The results of the second investigation: anterior part of Kang Joi.
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