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Suggestions for the Future of the Korean Association of
Physical Anthropologists ahead of Its 70th Anniversary

Jeonghyun Park'

1Departmem‘ of Anatomy & Cell Biology, College of Medicine, Kangwon National University

Abstract : This study aims to summarize the status of member management, academic conferences, and journals
over the past three years (2022~2024) to understand the overall situation of the Korean Association of Physical
Anthropologists, analyze the factors that need to be improved for its development, and propose practical solutions.
Over the past three years, the number of members and conference registrants of the Korean Association of Physical
Anthropologists has not significantly increased. Additionally, the number of presentations at academic conferences
was not substantial. The number of papers published in the journal ‘Anatomy & Biological Anthropology’ did
not increase, and the research fields of them remained restricted. A survey on the association’s name revealed that
a majority of respondents believed a name change was necessary, with a preference for renaming it to ‘Society
for Anatomy and Biological Anthropology’, aligning it with the journal’s title. The author proposes several
recommendations for the sustainable development of the association. First, after verifying the participation decision
of all members, membership tiers and benefits should be assigned to enhance members’ sense of belonging and
pride. Second, the association’s website should be effectively utilized by reinforcing its role as a communication
platform. Third, to revitalize academic conferences and journals, external activities and scholastic exchanges
should be strengthened and actively promoted. Fourth, changing the association’s name could help clearly define its
identity and protect the rights and interests of its members. For the long-term development of the association, active
participation and input from its members are essential. Additionally, the executive committee must carefully consider
and respect the valuable opinions of members to ensure the society is properly positioned for the future.

Keywords : Korean Association of Physical Anthropologists, Anatomy & Biological Anthropology, Academic
conference, Association’s name
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Fig. 1. Survey questions on maintaining/changing the association’s
name.
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Table 1. The ratio of new members to total members of the Korean
Association of Physical Anthropologists (2022~2024)

Year Total New Ratio of new members
members members to total members (%)

2022 188 43 229

2023 231 31 134

2024 262 40 153

Table 2. The number of presentations at the academic conferences
of the Korean Association of Physical Anthropologists (2022~2024)
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Table 3. The ratio of registered members to total members of the
Korean Association of Physical Anthropologists (2022~2024)

Year Total Registered Registration
members members rate (%)
2022 188 91 484
2023 231 82 355
2024 262 85 324

Table 4. The number of published papers in each issue of the
Anatomy & Biological Anthropology (2022~2024)

Year Special Symposium Oral Poster Total

lecture  >Y™P presentation  presentation Year/Volume  Issue 1  Issue2  Issue3  Issue4  Total
2022 2 5 14 21 42 2022/35 5 4 6 5 20
2023 3 4 14 21 42 2023/36 5 5 6 9 25
2024 3 3 12 19 37 2024/37 8 8 8 10 34
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Fig. 2. Call for papers for Volume 38, Issue 1 of Anatomy & Bio-
logical Anthropology.
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Table 5. Classification of published papers by field in the Anato-
my & Biological Anthropology (2022~2024)

Year
Field Sum  Ratio (%)
2022 2023 2024

Gross anatomy 9 8 11 28 359
Histology 1 2 2 5 64
Neuroanatomy 0 1 1 2.6
Anthropology 3 3 7 13 16.7
Medical education 5 6 9 20 25.6
Others 2 4 4 10 12.8

Total 20 24 34 78 100
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Fig. 3. The website of the Korean Association of Physical Anthropologists.
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Fig. 4. Survey results on need for improvement of the association’s name
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