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Structure and Types of Eulogies Written by Medical Students
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Abstract : For medical students, dissection practice is a process that provides not only medical knowledge but also
an opportunity to reflect on the dignity and ethics of life. The purpose of this study was to explore the structure and
types of eulogies written by all medical students who participated in the dissection practice course and to analyze the
relationships students formed with body donors. A total of 144 second-year medical students participated, and the
eulogies written on the first day of dissection practice were collected and subjected to qualitative content analysis.
The common structures in the eulogies written by medical students were (1) gratitude, (2) statement of facts, (3) self-
introduction, (4) recognition of importance and value, (5) pledge, and (6) gratitude and remembrance. In addition,
the eulogies were divided into four types: (1) letter-type to the deceased and bereaved family, (2) diary-type, (3)
declaration-type, and (4) literary writing-type. The eulogy shows the influence of medical students’ perception of
donors and their ethical and emotional aspects. Therefore, the results of the study can be used to strengthen ethical
reflection in the anatomy class and improve teaching and learning methods.
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Table 1. Classification of the structure of the student eulogy

1. Gratitude
a. Gratitude to the body donor (the deceased)
b. Gratitude to the bereaved family

2. Statement of facts
a. Statement of the fact that the donor donated his/her body
b. Satement of the relationship between the body donor
and oneself
c. Commemoration of the body donor’s achievements

3. Self-introduction

4. Importance and value
a. Statement of the importance of dissection practice
in medicine
b. Statement of the importance and value of dissection practice
to the medical tudent
c. Statement of the importance of the act of body donation

5. Pledge
a. Pledge of one's own attitude and posture
b. Statement of oneself as a future doctor

6. Remembrance
a. Gratitude to the deceased
b. Expression of remembrance and condolences to
the deceased
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Table 2. Types of eulogies written by medical students

1. Letter-type to the deceased and bereaved family
2. Diary-type

3. Declaration-type

4. Literary writing-type
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