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A Comparative Analysis of Forensic Medicine Curricula and
Educational Needs in Medical, Dental, and
Korean Medicine Colleges in Korea
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Abstract : This study investigates the current status and curricular disparities of forensic medicine education
across Korean medical, dental, and Korean medicine colleges. Forensic medicine is a critical discipline that
integrates medical knowledge with legal responsibilities, encompassing death certification, injury evaluation, and
medico-legal documentation. Despite its growing significance in healthcare practice, it remains inconsistently
implemented across educational tracks. A nationwide survey of 63 accredited institutions, including 40 medical
colleges, 11 dental colleges, and 12 Korean medicine colleges, was conducted based on the most recently available
curricular data. Official undergraduate curriculum documents were reviewed to identify the presence of forensic
medicine related courses. Statistical analysis using Fisher’s exact test was performed to assess differences among
disciplines. The results revealed that 65.1% of institutions (41 out of 63) offered at least one forensic medicine
course. Specifically, 67.5% of medical colleges, 81.8% of dental colleges, and 41.7% of Korean medicine colleges
had such courses. All medical colleges with offerings classified them as required, while most dental and Korean
medicine colleges offered them as electives. Additionally, most courses were positioned in upper clinical years.
Statistically significant associations were found between academic discipline and course offering (p=0.002),
indicating structural inequities in access to medico-legal education. These findings suggest that forensic medicine
should be formally institutionalized as a core competency across all healthcare disciplines. To promote curricular
equity and medico-legal literacy, national accreditation standards must include forensic medicine as a required
element in curriculum evaluations. This study provides empirical evidence to support educational reform,
reinforcing the role of forensic medicine in fostering legal competence, ethical judgment, and professional

accountability in future healthcare professionals.
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Table 1. Number and proportion of universities offering forensic

medicine courses by discipline in Korea (N =63) o} Z& BASNRAYE stHto A= Hstate] §3 s
G 7} ol o, 51 YeIS ol G QL8
Lo Total With Without
Discipline universities (n)  course n(%) course n (%) A F50] Ba3 AR @] AR Y dE HojEnt
a3 3y ZEAL AL SETRA T BR A
Medicine 40 27(67.5%) 13(32.5%) o2 _ =

A HOEt w8 4271 Fvlsta glon, B A

Dentistry 1 9818%)  2(18.2%) EAA Mol 25 87 ST Ao, T

Korean Medicine 12 s@iaw  7683% Ol S AR Het A MRS s Avisha 9l

tH(s-10]. ol M8t wgo] 54 shuh} AGe] Fetelx|
Total 63 41 (65.1%) 22 (34.9%) 17 AR MEA Auro] Wi o @ s Eojof
Note. A statistically significant association was observed between academic 2 /\] /\]-?‘S_]_-]:]-
discipline and the offering of forensic medicine courses (Fisher’s exact test, ~ _ _
p=0.002). EZH S Hgo] AME Aeole iR shd 4

Table 2. Curriculum year (clinical phase) and course type of forensic medicine courses in medical, dental, and Korean Medicine colleges
in Korea (N=41)

2nd year of 3rd year of 4th year of Unspecified

Discipline C(Onl li/g)es clinical phase clinical phase clinical phase year R(er?u(l; ;’d E(l:c;\;e
" (n, %) (n, %) (n, %) (n, %) " -
Medicine 27(100.0%) 6(22.2%) 14 (51.9%) 7(25.9%) 0(0.0%) 27(100.0%) 0(0.0%)
Dentistry 9(100.0%) 1(11.1%) 2(22.2%) 4(44.4%) 2(22.2%) 7(77.8%) 2(22.2%)
Korean Medicine 5(100.0%) 1(20.0%) 3(60.0%) 1(20.0%) 0(0.0%) 3(60.0%) 2(40.0%)

Note. All curriculum years in this table refer to the clinical phase of undergraduate education, excluding the pre-medical period. In two dental colleges, the year
level was not specified; although there were no formal restrictions on enrollment by year, the course content indicates that the subject was intended primarily for
clinical-phase students.
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