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Seeing the Person on the Dissection Table: James Bridie’'s The Anatomist and the

Ethics of Anatomy Education
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James Bridie’'s The Anatomist, based on the Burke and Hare murders in 1828
Edinburgh, provides a point of departure for reconsidering how anatomy
education recognizes the personhood of those whose bodies make dissection
possible. Central to this perspective is the moment when Walter Anderson, a
young anatomist, recognizes that an anonymous body brought into Robert Knox's
dissection room is Mary Paterson, a woman who had briefly comforted him only
hours earlier. The body itself has not changed: Walter's way of seeing has. What
had appeared to be an anonymous specimen is suddenly reconnected with a
name, a face, and a human life. Knox, by contrast, remains committed to
anatomical truth and his duty to teach while declining to ask where the bodies

used for his teaching come from.

The historical transition from executed, unclaimed, stolen, and illicitly obtained
bodies to voluntary body donation has fundamentally transformed the ethical
foundations of anatomy education. Yet repeated dissection, identification of
structures, and assessment may still encourage students and teachers to
experience a donated body primarily as an object of learning. Professional
detachment is necessary for anatomical study, but it should not result in losing

sight of the donor as a person.

Memorial ceremonies and donor-as-teacher programs offer important ways of
sustaining this recognition, but respect for donor personhood should not be
confined to isolated rituals. Anatomy curricula can revisit the meaning of
donation before, during, and after dissection through historical and ethical
orientation, brief opportunities for reflection, memorial practices, and reflective
writing. Theater and literature, including The Anatomist, can further provide a
space for discussing professional detachment, objectification, responsibility for the

source of bodies, and respect for donor anonymity.

The aim is not to prescribe a uniform emotional response to dissection, but to

sustain an ethical way of seeing. Those who look most closely at the human body



must not lose sight of the person whose decision made such learning possible.

Keywords: Anatomy education; Body donation, Cadaveric dissection; Medical

humanities; Personhood; The Anatomist



2026 8% 8Y A SATAAAIEOA FAY AUA Belr|(ames Bridie)o] FalRatat
(The Anatomist)ls §& sl%8lA153} &7 Boict [Fig. 1] o] 22 1 glo] ojst 24
oL} Folepr|uet, AFS shto) AR Ao} sl wea APsk e ohn 9d A

= SIUE A AUl B3 2o 7PaY [Fig. 2].

P H &R = 1828W of=w 2 oflA] dojd ¥ I (Willlam Burke)?t &0 (William Hare)
o Al 22 ASAIN AAlE SaUUH SiRStA 2HE =A(Robert Knox)E
cherh 2008 A olEwe] slRAlDl oY omjrjste] s|ustAsAle el CfE Bio|

So Bolck. XIS @A © WPY B B o] 3L oju] AUZF GARAT Bk,
TG E A% o5 SRSUEAS e BE gol sht AUk IF AL Y
Bl oBci&(Walter Anderson)o] Sh2c] ¢1o] olgo] ZAolA ul2] BEl2(Mary Paterson)
olebe ol e thl Wik Alwolct.
9ot 8o 1xE WS BE Ot 3otk J2iU "1 Bo] & Aol A

=
o= 715E 2ol vrEs A5 Wk Sold sk oo tieE gL ol

oy
Qon], sjust 5L s|EAt] AANS )Mo Fy|stn Sotwt IS Esyof 3l
Cha AR BRI AlANE RS SjRASAR A0 Zlo] o] Zo] BAo|r}.

18284 o S¥l3: AlAl BEolats TxA A

A0 wjAe 1828 ol EHBic} TA] o|EwlRL GO E 2FslE ofstngol

wat Zojo shjo] 2R, 19k shRo] £ AME o] Wagch

o)

>
>
o
ofok
to
i
>
>
H1
M
M
=
@
»
c
=
~
@
Q
[
O
=)
®
23
K2
e



J)wct, siusl @ Aol AlRlata] AfololA ©;ESH Wolx] ¢l Fobtd EA} o
W EIA e ARdol sbdth Bele] slmolA A AR QA Lo o A5S %
2 9¥(hidden abscess) ] ] §510] 1712 Hofsiof stopa Walh [34]. 1 692 A

o] sjRst @eut AT A FE  ofw A of A grert

AN BaE ot SRl W 4 gl AR shp} gelRict "1 B2 oA
SHot? o ARl thE B almsAL, B4 9 WS = Aldol ATt 2ol o] o
F9 solc

%27} 2]

= HiRISHS. o2 &dl ARde AMAS F AIAARE 2A] i, 2 AAE o= i
FSA7IR] /@8 At 3
FHE w29 AUt ARG dEuete] ZE2 URHAVMA siRAL ded itk

oA s Fet2 Aot |ETh Ao Al 7T 52 @0l 1L RS A So=2H

[

ol

Abge] Ao szl Z 4 Qlckn Wtk kAL FE o susich weAp @ Qe A
g Bot Zolu], QIAIZk 1 Abo] o] KAl ol2A g Zoletn W,

IR t2] "ol off Tt A2 "Rt O @2 AAE Al oA Fhies

‘Y e 08 SR 0] 9. [4]

of Fe oEbt BAS £ F o Utk siRete st2xl: AlteA JlExls Aol
Uo] o9 et T AL WS R gtk 2Rl 1 ohgolth st2Alt o] ojgetd,
0 t2Ale JHsEA sHe Bol oltold SRS Qs A Al R27ko] elolofo}
g,

; she. oglol 1x9) ¢x|9t 19 Hlste ahRolth. Aol ofcid]
A AAFsET, @do] oftjoA] ZatAlo], 2ol ojcjo] A Lot ojcio] REAIS Bch 1
AU sAt AR SR gol A 8ol oftioq Al F28] £ g0l ok
c. o] & oftjolq vk 19 TAlL Bt ARFEICH: o Al 2L Zlolch 933
ARl e UR A We Yojx|, 1 2go upze] g 7
Ch BSTPE 3 BA QO E 2 Alole] AR: osd sjpete vt

dAslor 2 2Al= E=t

O



AACIA dlg) fE2oz

A3 AAIA WA 7P e We Ze aet dloo) WAL, kAo i =8 B
U= ofUoich. ZAP} hetiol ohAl Ao ol AWolgith. of 22 A o FH
sfLbg siiet mga ARl Qol2 §7 mel: Alwo] spach

P AIZE A, o] Bt o)Al Yel: Ae] HA(Three Tuns) 2HolA &0 Fs) =2y
Gk g FANAE of 270l QOB AFELL YElE 0px] ANS] AS Poju
AFRY Holn, e WA e Seith a0 ®e uele) Fe oA, o2 mEzo] 5
Aol T L AT £ FolFT oelE ACSECh 0 1 AW AlE, Ao] A
Apg s ofUch JA] ol Fe gietolgint. 2 B A ZY YElo Aol o] whd

o2 A Al RolAlE S olulxlz} ghSolRch
T3 @ AR, AL e solrt Ao SRR Ackt YAtE shdect Y
2 Agole shtel shRg AAY ook I2ict Akt £47 AW Ato]
of 7ol 9t e vzl & shcto] ol Solech T AN A 2olA £ vtz 1 o

Jhefolct. WElE RS 93, 1 ABL wrh

o
=

a

‘o]l 28], 7 o]Fo]glof. gja] TjEjE.” [4]

[Fig. 3]

o] AR YET} W FAL s AelE ojde wARCH: o x| . 1
AA 2] eSS Aol 9l gt AlFC=m ghton, sfREAA BHl24A T QlZ3 SR
glo] Bo| FU ARUAL ANIITE of FAL WER A T2 0] Wahe ‘o5 0] ool
H-Z2)7 gttt [5]. olg= &l d-AR EXNZE 54T ot Aldes AR R, dF oA 5l
wrj ¢ 2 o oy olwol sh® tjaol ohiet oje) WE|Loleks o[ B3t A2 1 )
Qlo] H=o}. =AloA oju] EH 19 o] 52 liRAA A2 2l 72 =

ojgjgt QIAle] Wal= UEe} A0 Bl ZA2bK]= AFol7|= sttt dEl= o0

rr
rr

©]

9ol 25 ulg] mig|&ojat= fQlo 2 QAlEHA HAYE =AL ofFs] 2712 sfRSt ws
o Bagh tigoz vkt eV HAG sojoiA =2 RS 5 A AL 5Ae
I =2 AAE AT Aol EEee AATH. of WA HE= AR FA] AL
e R0 Fofst Adgs Mt [4]. TEtd =o] A7lste MY A= A

st W, 13

o slloje] Halont HFHA] =t SRR AlME Baz iE FAY SRS

ol Atolat AlLS, Lelx AlMlo] oftjollA] $HEAIS EelstA]l 2oIY BHoR 1w

N
—_

¢



R0l IR SIRg AN HWA'Z ot (4] o5 sty HAes
AR AR BUe e BES UeUth Age) B AAIS A
b ] Selt olgw oilo] Yok e Bt 1 &b Theo] of
Tolst oaf worck @ AbolAAM oS3t Aol YA @ 1 ExfE olg) WEl: — 3 A
Po| B - % oy — PR Yoz AUk Tejit YEjoA o ek Hats|

T gk AA - oz HE o] Fe AWF olFolofte of Fo| sRat g o

S =0
=2 =2—

|ru
rr
ug
e
Jo
. M
illl
i
el
E\I

Heltj= o] olopr|E Tt EE=02 ohee|shA] ¢det. A 4R =S,
obFH RS WA e Bt RleR DA E of=th ARRI0] R AU H T
CHAl ZFoE AlAfste], 3 FAIE ol SEA] Aiolct [4]. B2yrt of o of|
A oJulg BolgleAls BYotx] gonz mtwdt s W dart gk ogl 25
& A2, o2 Afgo] £i AL By Afely Frt AR Holk siFet w2 oAl Al

N

g1t APE A ol3olE A& Getd £ e shol AsHcks A At
Aluck, 2 wbgolA oldle] Atzlo] ofwA slelwln wrgelste] glck Alzlo] Ay &olA
QA ofUW 1 Agol o3 @I o WAlo] WS PHQLAL siRst Bgo
elet A AdsE A B39 slol, 121 249 ojopr|7h 182819 AALA ARio]
o} 2% 9 o gx of7]o] Sk,

|

g AA9 o
2 AR 9590 APA AA7IE0R olofRl: 2 Walrt QI [26]. o] HE Tedl A
NS susts "R} uolohs ool IR ¢Herh @% Qajrt sisabusAlolA vt

o Aol g .
Jejut AEst Qepoin siA TalRelAls WAls AEIA g AletAl 2e opct,

SRS UG WEEE A% AR ST 1Y BEE 89 PEZ P B o



E"

o

=)

g7t AlRrE e mhebA oAl Eots
W5t Qrof] OfgEof glojof oict.

et AHA|Tst(Tzu Chi University)2]
dHoz oF

r4>

2

of

_é._]_—

k|

dqr 2 o

Mo

S E
o=

11 9]

ASICRNNERIE

g Aoz Q)

Zro] 74919]

A 2(Silent Mentor)’

AR [7]. =UlollA & Y]
Al 7h2dl st (8]
27 #9112 i =A7E oty F oA HiRE

& ) 71341 o2 we
olg, efolA] el

oA &7HsHoF

L AE 24E
2]
oraiA

rr

o x
1__1_'—
oF

5

R

or
e

o]

Aol oz}, A oz Sty

o] =
250 A7} of

Gl

g2Ae

Artn

A=

+

O)‘i

xlck. 32} 715k Q1A
WOl xmAloel oL,

%98 BRWYOR WECH: A

o



S =otEA & & ok Ag2 R Holle A=2AU AZARE S
=09 =2 ASIES sto, SRS AAME oty ZISAIAIA HiR AtMIt MY
P2t WpRpel AEALE A|sHoF St
Foll FolRtaet 2 MAole2 ol2fet EokEs FRYT BYIA ¥ WSy te
2 7HHeE =7 E 2 Qdoh EE7E %89 AANIA Ty e eSS dotEe AHe A

28 Aol wAete] A, ANY £42 BE ARV MY, 4Pye EFowA

@
2
o

O
=X
)

0
i
>4
Jl
)
i)

0
oL
B

o
é
rr
JOI‘
o
rle

o)

N
X
>
A,
1o
rO
i
ox,
o
N
12
ol
rr
O'r‘
O
e
@]
i)
N
ol
o
)
rot
o
JLJ
e
o
e
i
1p
rie
4o,
N
e
o
)

Wil ke Bt SRt &

sifsre Al =9 719 2& X0 olg2 U0 A4 stdole, E stuole, A
451 &7] sfyole o] Fo] ot IRY JANorE I HUL R0 0]FS £9]
A=, FAF O 59 #0019 o2 AHYZ7|e it ¥ Aot sojo] AAloM = Ardol
olFZ o] sl Hiitol Hut &9 siFsr wsil A= I w9 Weo s Ttof
ot AAZ Hol7] & JollA oAl st AlE B sfjof st

Mortui vivos docent. &2 A7} AF AHS Zh2AIct J2Lp £2 AP 92]9] Ado] g
AU, U4 27t 25 et Aa20 WA ofotof gt 1828'd oA oY A&

o] F2 olgold f=rF RS Aot 259 SRR 1 A2 e o 5

FE7F AH9 RN GRS EF ol A Hegoh Agole FARH. 2
ol &b Hig] mEjzo] ol 52 ZEHAA] edkth siRstdoR deppl A= gl
_]

al
o} @ebil Ae 1 B2 st Ajgo] ollth. ©5o] siuel @A AHok & A

ol



ol 7w Zlolth. Altel B8 JPg AMS] B ARESol, 98] 1 9to] Altg A

Qe7h SARASAA S ol 3 Al Aol AUW, UpA ol A B2
ol Mool glgitt. dejoe Zmob 7t sive meol
oh A% olgl S0l Z15Ae AA4E thAl AXsH

W80] & Bio| glojof Fr}. TaRatAlE M s o) e Aw Mo Bmi}

El
I

ol
rr

],

ol

I
>

Reference

1. Richardson R. Death, Dissection and the Destitute. London: Routledge & Kegan
Paul; 1987.

2. Ghosh SK. Human cadaveric dissection: a historical account from ancient
Greece to the modern era. Anat Cell Biol. 2015:48(3):153-169.
doi:10.5115/acb.2015.48.3.153.

3. Bridie ]J. The Devil to Stage: Five Plays by James Bridie. Carruthers G, ed.
Glasgow: Association for Scottish Literary Studies: 2007.

4. Bridie J. The Anatomist. Lee H, trans. Unpublished Korean performance script;
2026. (Korean).

5. Kim Chun-su. Kkot [Flower]. In: Kkot-ui somyo [Sketches of Flowers]. Seoul:
Baekjasa: 1959. (Korean).

6. Park JT, Jang Y, Park MS, Pae C, Park ], Hu KS, Park JS, Han SH, Koh KS,
Kim HJ. The trend of body donation for education based on Korean social
and religious culture. Anat Sci Educ. 2011;4(1):33-38. do0i:10.1002/ase.198.

7. Santibanez S, Boudreaux D, Tseng GF, Konkel K. The Tzu Chi Silent Mentor
Program: application of Buddhist ethics to teach student physicians empathy,
compassion, and self-sacrifice. ] Relig Health. 2016:55(5):1483-1494.
doi:10.1007/s10943-015-0110-x.

8. Rhyu IJ. The educational meaning of Gam-eun-je: learning of the living
through the dead. Medical Humanities [Internet]. 2025:9 [cited 2026 Aug 20].
Available from:

https://www.ksmed.or.kr/html/?pmode=webzine&smode=viewDetail&par=13&seq



=1463. (Korean).

9. Chang HJ, Kim HJ], Rhyu IJ, Lee YM, Uhm CS. Emotional experiences of
medical students during cadaver dissection and the role of memorial
ceremonies: a qualitative study. BMC Med Educ. 2018:18:255.
doi:10.1186/s12909-018-1358-0.



Figure and Legends

Figure 1. Poster for the 2026 Korean production of James Bridie's The
Anatomist, performed at the Seoul Theater Creation Center in Seoul, Korea, in
August 2026. Copyright and image courtesy of Creative Group Hi-Wave.

Reproduced with permission.

Figure 2. The author and fellow anatomists after attending the Korean
production of James Bridie's The Anatomist at the Seoul Theater Creation Center
on August 8, 2026. The shared viewing of the play provided the starting point for
this Perspective on personhood and ethical attention in anatomy education.

Photograph courtesy of Creative Group Hi-Wave. Reproduced with permission.

Figure 3. Walter Anderson recognizes Mary Paterson in Robert Knox's
dissection room in the Korean production of James Bridie's The Anatomist. The
scene marks the moment in which an anonymous body becomes reconnected, for
Walter, with the name, face, and life of a person he had encountered only hours
earlier. Photograph by Lee Jun-seong. Copyright and image courtesy of Creative

Group Hi-Wave. Reproduced with permission.
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