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Abstract

The Cultural Cold War and Study-Abroad
Orientation Films: The GARIOA Scholars from Japan
and Okinawa under the US Military Occupation

Yuka Tsuchiya Enime University

After the end of the Second World War, the United States government
initiated a study abroad program called GARIOA (Government Appropriation for
Relief in Occupied Area) in Japan, bringing many students from occupied Japan
and Okinawa to American universities. This paper examines the cultural
cold war exhibited by orientation films by the USIS, including “Year in
America”, a film about a male Japanese student, “Introduction to America”,
a story featuring a female Japanese student, and “Leaders for Tomorrow”,
featuring students from Okinawa. The films were all produced to introduce
visiting Japanese students to life as a student in America, but the audience
was not necessarily limited to these students. The movies also functioned
as an instructional medium that taught the Japanese public about the
United States, instilling American values such as liberty and democracy,
kindness and public spirit backed by prosperity. Accordingly, they served
the purpose of psychological rehabilitation for a defeated nation, while
helping to mitigate negative feelings toward the United States. Therefore
these films were much beyond simple student orientation material, being
a product of a ‘Cultural Cold War’ produced and consumed within the
Cold War frame. Interestingly, the use of mainland Japanese and Okinawan
students in each film shows how the center (japan) and the periphery

(Okinawa) differed in their production and consumption of the Cultural Cold



War.

Keywords | Cultural Cold War, Study Abroad Orientation Films, GARIOA

(Government Appropriation for Relief in Occupied Areas), Japanese mainland, Okinawa
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