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Abstract

Imperialism and Colonialism in the Food Industry
in East Asia: Kikkoman Style Soy Sauce, Ajinomoto
and Instant Ramen

Youngha JOO0 Graduate School of Korean Studies, AKS, Folklore Studies

This paper purposes to examine how Kikkoman style soy sauce,
Ajinomoto, and Instant ramen, which were developed in Japan after the

th

late part of the 19" century, have grown into global food. Japan was the
first to succeeded in the Industrial Revolution in Asia in the early 20"
century. Kikkoman style soy sauce was developed as a product of the
modern food industry. Ajinomoto and Kikkoman style soy sauce developed
as the new artificial flavors were sold to salaried households that were
the by-products of the Industrial Revolution. These two products spread
throughout Taiwan and Korea that were under Japanese Imperialism. The
earliest customers were Japanese in Taiwan and Korea. As the consumption
of these products increased rapidly, these became recognized as symbols
of the Imperial Japan. Specially, the manufacturing production system
encouraged the increase in daily consumption in the colonies. After World
War II, most of Japanese returned to Japan but these two products came
to be localized. Instant Ramen was developed as a product by a Taiwan
resident in Japan in 1958. Instant Ramen using flour as a main ingredient
has, since then, succeeded in Korea and Taiwan as well as in Japan, which
was possible because wheat flour, a surplus agricultural commodity of
the United States, was imported. The production by the Japanese food

company of these three products was based on the growth of Imperialism
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or Colonialism. However, these products of the Japanese food industry
have led to the disappearance or a distortion in the long-lasting culinary
taste of those colonies. This paper reflects on the characteristics of

Imperialism and Colonialism that these foods connote.
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