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Abstract

Okinawa’s Historical Experiences and “Anti-military”
Ideals of Peace

Tsuneo Namihira Ryukyu University

This paper discusses Okinawa’s historical experiences and the resultant
“Anti-military” ideals of peace, with two main points of critical focus. Firstly,
what has hitherto been referred to as the “Disposal of Ryukyu” should be
reinstated and reevaluated as the “Annexation of Ryukyu” with the change
of perspective from the annexing party (the Meiji Government) to the annexed
(Ryukyw). Second, there is a need for an appropriate placement of the event
of the annexation within the grand scheme of a rapidly modernizing East
Asia. When analyzed in the context of the historical transition from the
old Sino-centric international order to the new order of modern Japanese
imperialism, it can quickly be discerned that the two annexations, that of
Ryukyu and Korea, by Japan are actually very similar. It is often mentioned
that Okinawa and Jeju Island are much alike. As such, the common
experiences of oppression and hardship that pierce both modern histories,
are profoundly interrelated with the issues of the Cold War divisions in
East Asia, and Korea in particular, and also with the recent American (and
allied) military strategy adjustments in the Asia-Pacific area.

In Okinawa there is a deeply-rooted historical view and widespread
pride that the Ryukyu kingdom was a “Courteous and Refined Country”
with a “pacifist culture.” Given the annexation by Meiji and assimilation

into Japan, the people of Okinawa have had mixed experiences as they
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faced discrimination and exclusion by the mainstream Japanese, which has
been replicated throughout the war, the post-war American occupation and
restoration movement, and continued up to today. The current Japanese
government is forcing construction around Henoko despite opposition, and
Okinawa stands at a major crossroads again. One can even go so far as
to claim that the island is at a critical point, facing a crisis between peace
and conflict. But there are also many conscientious citizens in Japan and
intellectuals overseas who are sending their support for Okinawa’s dream

of achieving peace by overcoming militarism.

Keywords | Okinawa, annexation of Ryukyu, “anti-militaristic” ideals of

peace, historical experiences, military base



