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Abstract

Where Is My “Homeland”?
Diaspora Politics of Koryoin of Central Asia

Bumsoo Kim Seoul National University

From a perspective of diaspora politics, this study examines the
formation processes of “reverse diaspora” of Korydin (descendants of those
Korean who were forcefully migrated from the Maritime Provinces of the Far East to Central
Asia in 1937) who remigrate from Central Asia to their historical “homeland,”
South Korea, in the 2000s and 2010s. Specifically, by using newspaper
articles from January 1, 1981 to July 20, 2019, this study examines the
changes of diaspora identity of Korydin in the 1980s, 1990s, and 2000s, and
shows that, after experiencing discrimination and exclusion in South Korea,
Koryoin of Central Asia have come to recognize as their “true homeland”,
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and other states of Central Asia in which they
were born and grown up, and to form a “reverse diaspora” in their
historical “homeland.” This study suggests that the meaning of “homeland”,
which functions as a source of diaspora identity, is continuously changing

in the processes of migration and remigration .

Keywords | Korydin of Central Asia, Remigration, Reverse Diaspora,

Diaspora Politics, Identity
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