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Abstract

Keyword Analysis of Publications on ‘Asian Cultural
Heritage”: A Method for Interpreting Western
Perspectives on Asia

Minjae Zoh seoul National University Asia Center
||h0ng Ko Seoul National University Asia Center

The way in which Asia has been perceived by the West has predom-
inantly been discourse-based. This article approaches the topic of Asia
through empirical data analysis. New methods of data analysis were
applied to assess what it can reveal in terms of what has been published
in the West regarding Asia’s heritage. First, recent and frequently appearing
keywords were grasped within what has been published by Western
publishers. Second, a more in-depth analysis was conducted on the
keywords that frequently appear in published materials for selected Asian
countries regarding their heritage. Third, the Routledge Handbook of
Heritage in Asia was examined to gain a broad idea of Western approaches
and perspectives regarding Asia and its heritage. Through this pilot study,

our partial aim was to test out this research method and its outcome.

Keywords | Asia, heritage, keyword, analysis, Western perspective



