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1950 214 31.0 £9.6
1960 27.7 40.2 A125
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1980 56.7 56.9 A0.2
1990 73.8 58.4 15.4
2000 79.6 59.4 20.2
2010 81.9 60.4 215
2020 81.4 62.4 19.0
2022 81.4 62.9 1855
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AL 9 5Ad AL | HAdRFoR g
1961~1970 - 1208 & B -804k &
770 A 3 |- 1961~196387F AT A4, ol f A st Ao R | - EA 50T &+
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P1/P2 P1/(P2+P3+P4) P1/P2 P1/(P2+P3+P4)

1972 234 1.07 2.73 1.37
1982 3.17 1.42 261 133
1992 3.74 1.69 2.73 1.26
2002 4.27 1.78 2.73 1.14
2012 4.66 1.87 2.90 115
2022 4.83 2.02 2.85 1.09
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Abstract

Characteristics of North Korean Urban-Housing
Policies under the Kim Jong-un Era: Pyongyang
Housing

Soon-Jick Hong Seoul National University

Visible changes are shown in the North Korean urban-housing policies
as the expansion of reform - openness policies and emphasis on ideologies
such as ‘People-First' and ‘lee-min-we-chun’(serving the people as heaven) are
taking effect under the Kim Jong-un regime. Over the past 10 years, North
Korea’s urban-housing policies have focused on large-scale developments
(street or district-level), building skyscrapers and various auxiliary facilities,
and enhancing modern technologies. These are considered to have served
some purposes such as internally solidifying the regime, inducing loyalty
competition, and externally overcoming sanctions against North Korea.
However, there are some concerns about several side effects: urban-rural
imbalance, inconsistency with traditional socialist housing policies due to
unreasonable allocation, difficulties in financing and supplying building
materials and related infrastructure henceforth, excessive mobilization of
the people and corruption of bureaucrats, and gentrification. Therefore,
it is necessary to seek inter-Korean cooperation in the housing sector in

terms of business and North Korea’s livelihood support.

Keywords | Kim Jong-un era, North Korean city, Pyongyang housing

construction, Inter-Korean cooperation



