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4 “Lee Kuan Yew Reflects,” TIME, December 12, 2005.
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16 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore (2022), “Transcript of Minister for Foreign Affairs Dr
Vivian Balakrishnan’s Interview with Doordarshan TV in New Delhi”(June 21), https://www.
mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2022/06/20220621-transcript-
min-delhi (1A} : 2022, 11.).
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17" CLIFF VENZON and NORMAN GOH (2023),“Philippines’ Marcos muscles up ASEAN's
South China Sea posture,”NIKKEI ASIA, May 9.
18 Jokowi (2023), “Asean will not become China’s proxy”, STRAITS TIMES, May 8.
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19" Ministry of Defense, Singapore (2015), “Speech by Singapore Minister for Defence Dr Ng
Eng Hen at the 14th Shangri-La Dialogue” (May 31), https://www.mindef.gov.sg/news-and-
events/latest-releases/2015May31-Speeches-00949

20 Ministry of Defense, Singapore (2016), “Speech by Singapore Minister for Defence Dr
Ng Eng Hen, at the Fifth Plenary Session “Pursuing Common Security Objectives”of the
15th Shangri-La Dialogue”(June 5), https://www.mindef.gov.sg/news-and-events/latest-
releases/2016Jun05-Speeches-00481

21" Ministry of Defense, Singapore (2017), “Dr Ng Calls for Greater Cooperation in a time

of Geopolitical Uncertainty”(June 4), https://www.nas.gov.sg/archivesonline/data/pdfdoc/
MINDEF_20170604002.pdf

22 Ministry of Defense, Singapore (2018),“Speech by Minister for Defence Dr Ng Eng Hen
at the Fifth Plenary Session on “Raising the Bar for Regional Security Cooperation” at the
Shangri-La Dialogue on 3 Jun 18 "(June 3), https://www.mindef.gov.sg/news-and-events/

latest-releases/03june18_speech
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Abstract

Singapore’s Hedging Strategy Toward China:
A Study Focused on Cases of Regime Ultilization

Chaemin Lee Korea University

Singapore has pursued a hedging strategy as part of its foreign policy.
This thesis examines Singapore’s hedging strategy in the context of
countering China through an analysis of discourse among Singaporean
policymakers regarding the utilization of regimes. The thesis demonstrates
that Southeast Asian countries pursue institutional hedging for collective
security, with Singapore preferring to have the United States as an offshore
power to balance against the rise of China. The thesis highlights that
Singapore pursues a hedging strategy of countering China through regional
regimes such as the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and the Shangri-La
Dialogue. The analysis reveals that Singapore relies on an institutional
hedging strategy by utilizing regimes and prefers to cooperate with
the United States in terms of security. The thesis also demonstrates that
Singapore seeks to resolve the disputes over the South China Sea peacefully
based on international law due to its consideration of its own economic
interests. This thesis provides a new interpretation of Singapore’s hedging

strategy from the perspective of regimes.

Keywords | Singapore Diplomatic Strategy, Containing China, Hedging,

Regime, Institutional Hedging
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