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Agtsto] 49l ASY 9915 Fte Az AFdithe v 2 gl
(Subramanian, 2015).

2 FAASHL Qs QlE e 2 AP o]Hdt 7|E 29 TE 54
= HojEth 20244 7] AT e~z = Z7EARE 2009t ©HE AL, 2025
2807 ol o]& Aoz AYE thEiccr Ey, 2025). BGIS} 22 o] g t3]of+=
T Bo) A7t olsh, AA| FA A AAF = GA] wEA] F7tstal
Utk HHEY QIEUIY] A3t Qi AnEE Hg SRS HHEY F410) e

E2 PRAS FHFAL, o) HHHOR e AYFUT £ WS 5
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4 15 Amo] 72 Aok AWTTE NIAAL cAE2 4199
BAT} QIE ZE A40] AR S R ca2E Bi THAO %“154; 7
e T npxure 2 A2 oA Q170 AT S AA

I Q1% AM] o) 29} 7|2 A 2] 3t

1, ol sictie} Sl

1) el FIAE X nt eEdH|
7.

A=) AR S 7MY Z8HAl i+ sk ZﬂE% 7FAEo|th FEAE = Thedh
Al Aebo] ofyeh AlgA e g 29z 2 qiro] Ajet MEA Al 22|
& 2Ju|gtthsubedi, 2013). $1E2] 7}iE ] = 4% wjet ol 555 A4
shal oy AA/HAY AS FAHOE FA= O fon, FIAETE FARSH
© 23 A2 0] AThDeshpande, 2011: 10). 7EAEE L3t A2 EA5H7] o
woll AR]A 2 S, AGT Agsl Q7] wiwoll AAA ApEE efgich wet

2]
gt £3H Aol ot ARl AAIE £8F A
oF goloz A-ggtrt. o] v oA Qe AR
I 2G5S A3 Qg A=A 2 A& it

7FAER QI AHE &3tsty] gl Q= @™ 77F A54 oo 24
(affirmative action)S AAIH O, 1 A Q] Fej7} A (reservation system)©]
ot 59 old 4 AYo|A= E7HE A Uwnouchabler S 4408 w3t 3
i 1189 71315 A FEE AlE R Thaffrelor, 2006: 174). 5 0] A
Holl A SFA7E Aed= R om, 7SN A 7HAESC: Scheduled

Castes)=, ST H AT XA H-Z(ST: Scheduled Tribes) 0.2 SFA| o] EZ T 5|

>
N
)

>

m
Wi
=
e

Arkeal - 2142, 20200. 19799 AAE T2 ¥ 3] (Mandal Commission)i= Q1%
SFFA|7E SCoF ST 9] 9] AS]A A9] Yok a2gsfof ghrtkal s, 1 2
T} 1990 Aol = 718k A A Z(OBC: Other Backward Classes)©] A EA| Z3HE]
k. 53] 20000)= 5 2ERE7|He] 1t o] OBC A7l A8
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HHA = ALS]O A Ao ThEt =Fho] ©
4-5). 20199 A|1032F A 7HF-S
Sections)7}A] A= 9] thfo] o= Qlrk. EWS7FA] ZRFE A A Q1o of
60%7F SA|o] A8 WA HUaL, olof whet Ao Abg] Hukel A thekgt
=Ao] oo HThverma, 2023). ©] A Q1= o] A= W VX AT SRS
AR AR} 2] 0] A Fo 7 A QL ThKumar, 2005; Osborne, 2001;
Suri, 1994; Veeresha, 2022). 7FAE]| 7|8F3F A ¢} o]2d} FEAE A X (caste
politics) = Q1= AF2]O] F=2 Fhplafoln, ol2|gh ¥hale 22kl HA sl o) A
= glEthuing, 2022).

ofg] Fok] At eHFS QI FIAE FHOE AR Trsocial
group)®] AFS] o]5& BAS ftrh EaloA= Q% AH] o]F AFE st
710 ShA, i JNEat GolE Wehs] Fofstarat gt tha=o] Ad Ao
A drlo] 1783 TEA thiA kel SC, ST, OBC, 7|Ekgenerad' & §-4 5}

o] 7IAE Atk caste groups) 0.2 A]A]

—

'9;‘ ﬁﬂ@l]—/]’(Basant and Sen, 2016:

2 E3l AAA FoFA ZEWS: Economically Weaker

Th(Kijima, 2006; Deshpande, 2011; Rawal and
Swaminathan, 2011; Shukla et al., 2024). &= A5+ SJA] SC, ST, OBC “18]al 7|E}E &
Toto] o] 5 7IAE Yo m gttt ol2jgt 7hAE A i A= U
A Be TR A4 et g o vk AAlR HofEoiveiten ] ST
A 8, B R Z HSHE 7H OBC A4 - sliA| AIA"E G4 Al
|e]5kH, 2t 7jQlo] &35t

B ek 202 AYHH JHAE U 7k o5 Bk btk

re

Y
=)
uo)
|o
Fu
BN
oX,
1
~N
H1
ot
i)
o
H
ot
£
fo
Y
o>
0 (-

o
N

olo} TASte] B AL FRAE WH 2] A5 AF olFHS LA %
o AAEE ok A% el w2 w, SCob STOh 2 A WE Heke] Al
Zhimer-generationa) 25 A% o[4S 19906 e %A A58} o] % tha A4
FA, FFA il ofd F&Y WU 058 olFAo| ekt AoR
3 Fhsher et al, 2020 o1 FWA BE AFo] A=A HEe] G 0k

1oAY iAol SC, ST, OBCE A|&J5h Ftko] Uuk(general) E= 7]Elothers) Fgho|d, o]
B0 4] 7HAE 05 AT BaloAs TIEFE AT
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Folsit, A5 Y2 Aol o4s] Erhe HoMe duE dEo
A& ARSlA AT olsS A drA 37 AHeR =%
AAQF 119] FHY AR AIF(CSE: Civil Services Examination) S 5 4 T} 39
Soehel dst 3 A8 3T AP o= it 37 ARe
2 AR AT, AA| 5] 7FAE A B 5ke &5 AFo] old ¥ =
oA A E Heto] == 713 vi$- AlgHA o] thkumar, 1985). T &

(¢}

2
N NS BT A ol BRHOR THT 7|5 AP po B
d = slo, FAdME B AR E AF A H7F AFolA AlsE= FH
2 = ik of Solw AwolA FHAE ko] Futel BHEI} ApEe
W7 719 A& (Jodhka and Newman, 2007; Siddique, 2011, 2 A& H<A (Kumar,

2007; Mohindra et al., 2006), {-&AF 7@ (Thorat et al, 2015) 5 2] WHol| Al 2
Hrh. 22H 02 FLAE ko] whE Apdoe] U BE HaHAAW I 4
o AghAolu, 7tAE o] 7uigh $1AE ZolSoL} AL A&H ot

(Jodhka, 2015: 250).

2) s2izolo| oly|9h o Cist 27

FiE Qe WA A4 AL8)A Ao the Bu5a xpe] A& : &
, BAe] gatolq Aol FAE dgo] Ll
o) 283k BAE Ae] 9keh 200609 OBC Ak A7k thetel Al shojs)
A, ul4s] Ae FACE UE A9t dRH o Sy AYYs &
Alo] obd HHE WIS Wel"E FAkske, YA} STl mertocracy) S
FlEFTh T vlTih Jas Su) SIS QA BEES w9t A

o) AR S AAE, F52] U4 Aole 48] At
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N

|r
ks
ok
o
oX,
H
<t
rO
H
>
toh

2w ZIFHIT: Indian Institute of Technology), =&ZIFSHNIT: National Institute of
Technology) 0| Bj4le] 334 Faheistolch
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2T ARZAIA = ARG A5 g whet Shd Aol gk g
T zpo]7} EelEHA| LERGThSabharwal, 2024). SCE} ST F0]| A= 68% o|Ato] 3+
A el A3t A RS Bol gk A9 FIAE EAlL FHA, A A2}
& olof thsff FAA ot E3] A< —rcﬂll}‘ﬂl T’%?‘& welo] & EAE A
71= =, SA| oA} won, 3
A= olgh Yol 1
wele] gk A E EYit 452 HolE B ofleE 45S gt A
34 AYZ L& AEgtch

Aol wE 2pd, DA, 22l Y7 G S Q= o] A3 A

s}
oF

o)
Jo
or o
o
ol
-
AC
[
>
Oit
ol
l‘][‘
—{o
N
5

)

Al otof|A] o a3k Qulrt gl 9k
FEANZ BT 202549 EA] 2] 15-204] Fd AR 19%0] =Tt

(kumar, 2029, LELG] Bz el ARl gt IS EQAL, AA
S

DETEE QT A, 0] 271 W WAE, ke AY BEE 5t
—}?ﬁxd, 3_3__3’4“%‘ Z]%é}ﬂi(Br and and Xie, 2010; Lochner, 2004; Oreopoulos and Salvanes,
2011; Psacharopoulos and Patrinos, 2018; Zimmerman, 2014), ?_]_EOHHE. OIE‘j __§_J-q-7]-
UERATHDeshpande, 2006; Krishna, 2013; Tilak, 2003). £3] Q1% 3] kaits: Indian

Institutes of Technology)ﬂr ‘{li%logq']ﬁ—,]'(lll\/ls: Indian Institutes of Managemem)3 z

32025 99 71% AEgabehe 2370, A=A Guere 217 EAgtE o] 5 AAR AR o}
£ S5¥AQ I5nS 7o, NT(Ex= IM) Holl A o]52 o)A F23ith J=F sk
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Qe eAZ X0 Xt ALS| 0|5 715 | WH
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2 s dw] Wi el %o ot ANET 59
¥ e 25on fusiol, sl A4 HET AR olug Siat o
ﬁlgi Q1A = Th(varma and Kapur, 2009: 703).

WE padet 299 AAA B 2UAY A% AroAE ¥ £
ol olE w8H o] 20259 15 WS T 7HNIRF: National Institutional Ranking
Framework) ZH&°0] wh2H 49| 1505 7|3 107 5 67)7F ITso| o, o] & &F
H Zojao] o i Zzokzko oF 2004k Z o] ©3tc}. NIRF A4F9] 109]0] %3t 9
2413 Al wRoshel Aokah UlS oSt avaharkl Nehru Universio©} B}
kA 315 o8kl (Banaras Hindu University) SH5- ZQAJQ] A& =o)7) 7F 654t
Fulo} 80vt £u] o) o] & tfstEh ¢ 97 W 30919 sl st
E] &%) 2} 2] (National Institute of Technology Tiruchirappalli) SH7- S AH-& 145

22 B WRse] % o] Skt ol AF A} thst A
Qo] wraha] 5 EUAIS] A% Aol7k A UEhE HojET) E U2 Fa
S0 A9l ITso] 4% SH EAA0) elito] A4 B4 ABuTt &
WS 5 % Ak UT TlE ek landay®] A9 44 S 317 E94 9% 5

f 75%F £33, 5\ R 3PP EHE A4 B8 ) S Qe SRS 194
gk ol v, 29 A} TP BYAIY) A% FUREE 1208 £, 39 A}
37 ERIAe] 1B FUZLS 12341 Zujolt). o] WALS NIT uf=el A of
U} o] Tsof A LheRdeh, 491 TITs Shalo] 2 oshel 1ske wol
SHA] ¢he Q= AFelA o] A LK 4T aNE Ho|EThveena

_10[:

—

(o]
£
flo
—

m

o

and Rao, 2025).
ITs9] Q17]= =& Y& obet et 5 UEHAL} 319 ofvl 7]3]9
HIE |EET 22 42 71 sholeke A1 ITs 2412 aje) ofl 9

Atsh AAE AAE uj= AU Indian Institutes of Technology(FE+= Management) &
Po ALg5h, OFAFR = MTs(E= TMs) 2 A3} B0 A = Qm g o sh(EL Qw7
) AAE Y ) UTs(EE M) S A

ol WSHo| 2 7|4 w8(technical education)ol| 7 %slo] L3FE T},

5 https://www.nirfindia.org/Rankings/2025/OverallRanking html

A A o
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Eo| 2 5} 2A1R T} = O W (Choudhury, P. et al., 2023), ©]F1 AF3|o| A AJZ 7}
5A4E © EThWalron-Roberts and Judge, 2025). IITs$} ZH-2- 01 W& Fijrf3ho]
S UEYTE & WolA 4ket @8e &8 g4, 28EY 2 29 59
F-& 1] 2 th(Bala Subrahmanya and Arun Kumar, 2024).

, 53] UTst IMs®} 22 Wi 7|82 AFS] o]59] Althe]|=

[e)
9o Zalsirts H|S W Q) ThBrahmanandam, 2023; Deshpande, 2006; Krishna,
2013; Kumar, 1985). X 5-0}(Borooah, 2017)+= TJ 8} Xs+-50] AH9] 7FAE | OBC, SC,
ST =0 & FF4stal, £&HY] tfst XshEo| glfruE ey Wil A5k
o} oleet Atz ettt AAA ZAIE dol s AR AlEH A=A Az
O] HFFgollA vl ZH Tt

olfgt BT T x= YA AlEolME Eejdth UTsE HR3 559 33

tfjske =3t Oljf’_;]'/\]ﬁd(]EE: Joint Entrance Examination) S %EH S-S /}j_‘fl_._"f)‘]-ﬂﬂ, o]
L HRAOR SRS THd FAT AER B 1o ARt &
o

£ ¥
AbaLgH], o] 59, Bl ok, il Al=d - 734 sy 5 AR A
ol & kS ] ZThsubramanian, 2015). S3F 51593
(Central Board of Secondary Education) -3 1S 9-0I5H Alslmis JEE ZH]o|
Felstd, olHgt guol= A9l 7HAE sHgo] H5al 3lthsubramanian, 2015:
308). SHIH] = A7F 109k~209F £3] =EO0 R 6 7t 4
L=t A0 R A9 FAES} 1SS MY E B B Alus At
£ Tl Al AR S5 s, ol oA Bad AT EEsoR
o] Z1thChoudhury, P K. et al., 2023).
Y3t o] fo|e BT AHHTh UTs S o2 gk dAto ot
A, g3t WSt A2 7 5 o7 SHA AR AAA apdo] glE
]

(Varma-Kapur, 2010). &FAof] wel ¢Jskst 819 7IAE s sk 58

6 A ofrpeul(Allen Academny)] FulPune) AH] A% Qg Shels} 188 =) Szl
(https://www.allen.ac.in/pune/), Vidyapeeth Academy?] 2 1% sHlu]= 207 60051] =&
o]th(https://vidyapeethacademy.com/).


https://vidyapeethacademy.com/
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Hr A 29, A REO2 Qo) F5 2] ¥o) %umshnamurmy,

2029, 3 HelAE “GPA YL &

2pgatu], ol 319 FHAE SHAS e 4

o] o] A thratival, 2025, o2 AEA . B A LolA 9] HAE BALS

ANE] AT Y AnE A4shy, T2H 2P oS Fusa
=

4
AT UTsk 7PAE 42-S Aoja Q18 420w AT 4

e f
ﬂ-lﬁ F_L.
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E]'(Subramanian, 2015).

3.0l AZXQ ALS| 0|=: FE|FHS SAoZE

AEE d#ste 2x2es o I27lolnh 20244 7]E A22 AR
oF 6o 7,8004F Wou, o] 2 =Zg]A AHRAL ok 60 12008 oz AR A
EZ= AAZFE] 90%0] EEFTHOmax Media, 2024). ©]= S+ 45% (39] s0uk %), 7}

HHE] 41% (29 0008k & A HolX= FAlofeh Qe 2 T2 2] LarL
Indian Premier League)= A|A A 2% Sd¢le FHE R&Stc}. 2024-2025 A]
As29] dauld A2 = 19 6,9008F 1, 2241 Al AR= 59 7,800

rIN

HO 2 A S H(The Times of India, 2025/06/19), IPL AF¢} 7}x]&= ¢F 185
2], AR 712 399 Drefo]] ©kthHoulihan Lokey, 2025). 2023 Z2]7l 4=
ASHANNE et e AEH Ao} 7+ 7|5 59 1,800%F o] A|H e A
AFE] 0] (Vengattil and Kalra, 2023), Z2]Z12] =2 tFAdS H o)

A ALEEL Ax =2 AW ot} 0l AHAE EEO|A 71
o] &3k} 202425812 7|2 08 QIEE Rt
E 2] (Virat KohlD2] 8- 29 1,0009F Eﬂ, 23| E A=
_Q_
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HTh(Rohit Sharma)2]
Fujolth 19814 MS =Y += @ H o] Mg BHEo] ZojA dre 1%};(]
TF, IPLOflA] A o5l 3] d8-2 179 6,8407F Fa]of &gt} Q1= =
7 A A A= 37 FE] 93] Bect: Board of Control for Cricket in
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ndio 7} A SIFHE AR 7] S W, o] 9] 70008 £317} Y
ok ol ofujeh AZAAT B3 Aok
A At 1 AR shtel HAER Qo] 4 o] Soks A5S Selt
AOR eiA qlek. A AL AwoA] U AnE AehE s
3t F202 A Fkeh

2 ama J5E AE] S5 2F S0l Faski, Agel uebd
BFA 25 H22) Aol7k glrhe WAL HYsh Aol w2 xpsol

(&

g2 Axzo| Yeptr] ofgth Aokt lEoA HHEHOR A TMAEE &
A= d A= Zof| ZAFSIAL QI ThCassan et al, 2021; Shah et al., 2025). THEFA] 3}
H FHAE EAlo] Axzx AR AT 7HeAdol A 7IAE SAlEY WX

&9 7HAE EAlo] 67%, TdFollA Hehko] 22%¢] ERttial 45k
9] 7FAE QI HIZO] 24%, Haphe] Q1 W&ol 6%US LefstH b Qe
2 2 A F7fr| A FHAE FAl0] I Eover-representation E] 1L Q1T
o] &2 Al 7IAE F i T2 1970~1980H) H4d 5117}EH:£E‘J1L o =
7ol B2 0 2 UER O t(Majumdar, 2003), Z|F IPL A= FAJ ol A
G AFSE 7 30] BHIH ChBorooa, 2026)

T 7IAES] e AR, A=A, 7“1]7‘4 fQlo] HAom g3t
dypolet. AWl] A7) A=) F=e Areld A7E 7o & SRS

O] Ax =g T % (Ray, 2008: 1639). O] % EF = (princely state)©] A HA|

>l
A P AL B SR 4TS DHY BHOR okt AE2E
FASYIL, 1 AT Ae|AL v Ee olg] Axzo|A Tkt AF F4lo] B
oFs}7| ek, QI Fe AL 1970-804Th o] A helo A BL 4L A
oA 5] THIS W] ARtk 2008 1645, EFehran 1T} 2L QL
719l0] ZElA BE LMo, ofF 719e LA A4Fo| et ol Folw
182 AAAok Ak, 2 o5 WEAA nesHA B /19 wekARE A

8 A7) gL A7) % 3} ZAKPLFS: Periodic Labour Force Survey) 2017-2018'd 70|t}
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AHA, ol FAF S0l A Ae] A AdFol Tt 27] H
Zelze] el7lof FRle] A7) A Fhzol Ak, 1 At AejAe
Aro| Hesl= 47|12 A2 o ChMajumdar, 2003: 182-184). &5 H-OF
A dlito] ZolSWA the T 2 ulgo] Solrks 7

st sH 9] 25°] ) thMajumdar, 184).
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BCCI= 2008d9] IPLE SWHAIZ 21, o] 2|1= ARHEE 2 A2 7173

of. 2129 3ol FYel gl I FAA 7S AEsA =L, o
of whe} 22 A7t Hele ot o =
7] S 715 ARIeE 4, it ZA A e 4 3
Aol Bp2jolqitt. o=t v AlEt 7 %
shel 7hAERTE A fEg 9o gl
27 Y 7FAE 2P 20089 0% 958 t%
opgjoll whel 7 AbuS SA] FAASHAAL, -
deste o 244 A4S sHA = 3}
S He TEoE, A9 7RAES 191 Azt Anloo] 37t 7,986 5 AW 519
21t 6,0882 1] 0| E-1}3}ChBorooah, 2024: 357). ATFA O Z 1ITs YA S
JEE 3t} mpb7bA| = S22 =

H]5h= 3}
‘?:_lﬁi‘i SUBA S 7H FHAE EPE e Zheksta ‘21‘1}.
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1. 243 713] A5 AORA Q% eAZ=| 7HsA]

SF ol A wpe} o], QIO M Mg a5t 22|22 22Eet AL

AAZ % o5 TH5ElA Sh tEA AR 7% gk e o] F 9
Ao WE SAE AL 45, A& 7Y 6§, Gl 58 5 72 2
GaFe AsH won], W 5exe Hol 2 A AL HAYZo] 2
efaka Qgiek. olefat A AR Ak T o), H2 A% FAF Abo]
oA WA AT Gl e2Z 2 EA) AT P H2E A1) o5
Aol A 5 UEAE BT Fo] R AT WAZ LA

esEEL muel F49] S AR A 1, etel T 7
% FolA 7% Aw AY AEeh FI Mol 2 HAITE. TdE, elEx

Folx7} of | ALB AAH WL AHEA, T3 TEY 4T EWOI ol

[

HE A /18] PRE WISFAL ok AAHOE ATEA ek 5
3] AEAHE eAEZ M50 FAE, B9, Ruol Y A5 5 EFU 2
7} dolel7t EAfstA) gron, Arele) ulFART Ae A ME SER 9l
o it AERA EG BAZOR ofgeh

ol Wetol 4 £ ol B HES Fol A eAT27} oz /)
o B3 71818 AFSHE FOR JlSekn) Anich FAHOE 1) A%

mhtel eszz 14T BE A4 AIE PRSI, o @4 L2 44 ekl
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Abstract

Esports in India and Fair Opportunities for Social
Mobility: A Comparison with Existing Pathways

Hyun Chul Maeng Research Institute for India Business Strategy

This study explores the potential of esports as a new channel for social
mobility in India, a society characterized by deep-seated caste-based
inequalities. While traditional avenues such as higher education and profes-
sional cricket often reproduce structural hierarchies through family wealth,
educational background, English proficiency, and cultural capital, esports
may provide a more open and skill-oriented arena. Drawing on literature
reviews and in-depth interviews with first-generation and active profes-
sional gamers, this study examines whether similar socioeconomic con-
straints operate within the Indian esports scene. The findings suggest
that the mobile-centered esports ecosystem allows players from diverse
social and educational backgrounds to achieve success through ability and
effort, without substantial financial or familial support. Compared to con-
ventional institutions, esports appears to offer relatively fair opportunities
for economic and social advancement. Although this study is limited due
to its small and selective sample, it holds significance as an exploratory
attempt to understand how digital industries may reshape the structure of

opportunity and inequality in contemporary India.

Keywords | Esports, India, Fairness, Social Mobility, Qualitative Research
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