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Moral Emotion in Juvenile Delinquents and
Non-delinquents: Toward the Consideration
of Positive Moral Emotion

Maria Kyung Hee Kim
Department of Child & Family Studies, Yonsei University

The primary purpose of this study was to investigate the fundamental characteristics of moral emotion
for the consideration of its positive implications. An open-ended questionnaire with three stories and
parental control techniques was administered to 130 juvenile delinquents and 128 non-delinquents. The
obtained data were analyzed through content analysis, and chi-squares were applied to examine the
differences between the two groups. Results showed that significant differences between delinquent and
non-delinquent juveniles were partly identified. Results also raised questions regarding the issues which
power-assertive discipline and induction among parental control techniques would be associated with not
only juvenile’s internalizing moral emotion, values, but also with delinquency. It was confirmed that
moral emotion would be an emotional paradigm with positive fundamental characteristics such as trust,

respect and love. Implications and issues of further research were discussed.

Keywords: moral emotion, juvenile delinquent, trust, respect, conscience, parental control techniques



