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o] DA Sl HepAu ARgshs AF (“Look!”). A2& AAAE S90S W, H2e
BEE2 O U2 AEEY gYs 31 AE AR A4 Z%E du AR TREEALE 39S
ofFiL Stk o E Eof, dFEe] Bl dFol A uEHT AREEY] Tl £ o A9 FoE
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& Ay A A7) g I3 WAE olFL kY 3 HFE sk AR 1t
Mers & F Atk o e, A <tell gle AolE AREE F Qitke s Hewth
Ak ofzp ofgf "ojx] gl Al Hgh: vl gl olglgh TS Uetlle &7k <10l A
= St 5 Zo] 7 TRl I3 FAE o o o] 7 Adojwirt ZEH Aol7f 9tk gofd
Fi e AFEES 2R o o] oflth A= on, in, under T3 2 HAAAPF AHEE TE
3& ko] bl Ado] 2 L] QA ARk Sl o I3 WAIE sk W, drofoll A= AL
HR7F AR Fo] ASA T o] AHEo] 2 W Wb FoR ¥ AV WHEth Ve £
Alo] sz $IAe Eo] JEAE IS U2 oM oo FAAE YERE SAKA:
2] AgelA 25 Afste A F shdelth o] 7d, Wb so] TR ATtEo] $ha olgd ¥
= FETE GelA AHEE 7o FFHEAIE Tt 3 BARES obsEe] AHoE 18/1EdA 2371
st IS A4, dEHom Bdgle] sta o o sk Ble® dEA githBowerman &
T 2o Frh Choi, 2003; Choi, 1997).
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Korean Children Use Case Markers to
Learn the Meanings of Novel Nouns

Yoon-Ha Lee Hyun-Joo Song
Department of Psychology, Yonsei University

In Korean, some spatial terms, including wui [on], an [in] are lexicalized as nouns which are
typically marked with locative case markers such as “-ey.” We examined whether Korean 3- and
4-year-olds interpret novel nouns followed by “-ey” as referring to spatial relations. During
familiarization, the children watched the videos of spatial relations between 2 objects and heard
sentences including novel nouns following either a locative case marker ‘ey’ or a nominative case
marker ‘ka’ During test, children saw either a scene about novel spatial relations between the
same objects(object match) or a scene about the same spatial relations between a new object and
the same background object(location match). They were asked to choose an event including the
referent of the novel nouns. Four-year-olds more often chose the location match when the novel
word was followed by the locative case marker. Three-year-olds showed the same pattern only
when there was an additional phase in which positive and negative examples of the novel word
referent were contrasted.. These results suggest that Korean 3- and 4-year-olds use morphological

cues when figuring out the meaning of nouns.

Keywords: locative case markers, spatial relation, noun learning, spatial term
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